SEPTEMBER 1,2026 | BI-MONTHLY | STREETSHEET.ORG

INDEPENDENTLY PUBLISHED BY THE COALITION ON HOMELESSNESS SINCE 1989

MINIMUM SUGGESTED DONATION TWO
DOLLARS.

STREET SHEET IS SOLD BY HOMELESS
AND LOW-INCOME VENDORS WHO KEEP
100% OF THE PROCEEDS.

STREET SHEET IS READER SUPPORTED,
ADVERTISING FREE, AND AIMS TO LIFT
UP THE VOICES OF THOSE LIVING IN
POVERTY IN SAN FRANCISCO.

YOU'RE
INVITED

!

%y THEA ¢ﬂ ',
AHTIEIN’ :

JQISNI NOLLONAIY NHVH
‘SLHOISNI A3LVH304YONI

3T71A0JS SNVF
ONIYIaNaN3Y

49 NI $310170d diNal
ENE(RELEEOL



PAGE 2

;{ﬁfﬂy SEPT 1, 2026

INCARCERATED

INSIGHTS:

HEALTH & HARM
REDUCTION ON THE INSIDE

NICOLE SHEREE ROWLAND

If only I had access to the actual statistics; however, from my living experience,
an enormous percentage of people come to prison and find out they caught
some kind of communicable disease (Editor’s note: In Street Sheet’s online
version, we’ve linked a report with recent data from the Center for Infectious
Disease Research and Policy at the University of Minnesota). OK, the prison is
now obligated to treat them, that’s all. One would believe treatment to entail
education, ha ha!

So how many people are in and out of jail being told what diseases they have
contracted, but yet ignorant of how they caught it and how they could spread
it?

Of course, harm reduction helps, and of course there is a side that claims it’s
enabling, but if along with harm reduction there’s education, could it be “en-
ablement” any longer? Obviously, there isn’t any harm reduction inside prison,
but it’s a place where people could be educated about safe use, safe practices
and the dos and don’ts of every communicable disease. If the point is made
clear, people are going to partake in the list of risky behaviors, regardless, that
is their right to be educated and informed of safe practices and increase lon-
gevity.

I think it could truly begin a ripple effect that would pour into the streets,
where before safe practices put on the back burner would be at the forefront for
this group of people. The number of diseases spread would decline and people
could focus more on living, loving and healing than worrying about their
health.

Even those who have the luxury of never finding themselves in a cell could find
an interest in educating the public, telling and teaching the significant number
of people spreading diseases because of ignorance. If given the knowledge of
what, how, what to do or not to do, as well as regular testing, our people will
have a fighting chance.

As a human, despite our circumstances, our addictions, demographics, ethnic-
ity, etc., we all have a chance to live our best lives.

“Incarcerated Insights” are based on handwritten letters that the author sent to
Street Sheet from The Florence McClure Women’s Correctional Center in Las Ve-
gas, Nevada. This column has been edited for brevity and clarity.

BEYOND THE BRIDGE

A SOLUTION TO HOMELESSNESS

WHEN:

MONDAY - SEPTEMBER 14
5:30 - 8:00PM

WHERE:

ROBERTSON AUDITORIUM,
UCSF MISSION BAY
1675 Owens St., San Francisco CA

ACTIVITIES:

FILM SCREENING
PANEL DISCUSSION

REMARKS FROM FILMMAKERS
Don Sawyer & Tim Hashko

Q&A SESSION

HELP KEEP
STREET
SHEET IN
PRINT!

e W |

VOLUNTEER WITH US!

PHOTOGRAPHERS
VIDEOGRAPHERS
TRANSLATORS
COMIC ARTISTS
NEWSPAPER LAYOUT
WEBSITE
MAINTENANCE
GRAPHIC
DESIGNERS
INTERNS
WRITERS
COPYEDITORS

DONATE EQUIPMENT!

LAPTOPS
DIGITAL CAMERAS
AUDIO RECORDERS
SOUND EQUIPMENT

CONTACT:
TJJOHNSTON@COHSF.0RG

COALITION ON
HOMELESSNESS

The STREET SHEET is a project
of the Coalition on Homelessness.
The Coalition on Homelessness
organizes poor and homeless people
to create permanent solutions to
poverty while protecting the civil
and human rights of those forced to

remain on the streets.

Our organizing is based on extensive
peer outreach, and the information
gathered directly drives the
Coalition’s work. We do not bring
our agenda to poor and homeless
people: they bring their agendas to
us.

STREET
SHEET
STAFF

The Street Sheet is a publication of the Coalition
on Homelessness. Some stories are collectively
written, and some stories have individual authors.
But whoever sets fingers to keyboard, all stories
are formed by the collective work of dozens of
volunteers, and our outreach to hundreds of
homeless people.

Editor: T] Johnston
Artistic Spellcaster: Quiver Watts
Copyeditors: Kaveh Waddell, ]. Cretella

Cover Art: “Flower Collage” by Aiko Cuneo

Contributors: Nicole Sheree Rowland, Jordan
Wasilewski, Hayley Summerfield
Featured Artists: Midori, Nathalie O’Brien,
David Arbuckle, Emily L. Fromm, JoJo Wong,
Muddy Lotus Art, Amuri Morris, James Word

CORRECTION: Due to an editing error, the
time of death in our August 15 story “Woman'’s
Death After Jailing in Marin Questioned; Her
Family Sues” was inaccurately given as 1:10
p-m. It has been corrected to 1:10 a.m. in the
story’s online version.

Street Sheet is published and distributed on the
unceded ancestral homeland of the Ramaytush
Ohlone peoples. We recognize and honor the
ongoing presence and stewardship of the
original people of this land. We recognize that
homelessness can not truly be ended until this
land is returned to its original stewards.

ORGANIZE WITH US

HOUSING JUSTICE WORKING GROUP

TUESDAYS @ NOON

The Housing Justice Workgroup is working toward a San Francisco
in which every human being can have and maintain decent,
habitable, safe, and secure housing. This meeting is in English and
Spanish and open to everyone! Email mcarrera@cohsf.org to get

involved!

HUMAN RIGHTS WORKING GROUP

WEDNESDAYS @12:30

The Human Rights Workgroup has been doing some serious heavy
lifting on these issues: conducting direct research, outreach to
people on the streets, running multiple campaigns, developing
policy, staging direct actions, capturing media attention, and

so much more. All those down for the cause are welcome to join!

Email Ipierce@cohsf.org

EVERYONE IS INVITED TO JOIN OUR
WORKING GROUP MEETINGS!




JAMES
SCOVILLE

REMEMBERED

HALEY SUMMERFIELD

James Scoville was
an artist whose life

was shaped by a deep
appreciation for color,
creativity and learning.
In the late 1980s and
early 1990s, he ran a
coastal art photography
studio in Bodega Bay. He
later worked as a chef
and was a member of

the California Culinary
Academy before returning
more fully to his artistic
practice after retirement.

James found an artistic
home at Hospitality
House’s Community Arts
Program (CAP), where
he dedicated himself

to developing his work,
experimenting with new
ideas and expanding

his creative practice.

He deeply valued the

FREE PET

RESOURCES

freedom of expression
he found at CAP and the
encouragement of its
artistic community.

During his time at

CAP, James studied
printmaking closely with
studio assistant Txutxo
Perez, who became an
important mentor and
helped James deepen
his practice and develop
the intricate patterns
and techniques that
became central to his
work. James also worked
extensively in gel pen,
creating stained glass-
like compositions built
from hundreds of tiny
shapes, patterns and
repeating forms. He
maintained a beautiful
and dedicated art journal
practice as well, filling

pages with drawings,
studies, patterns and
ideas that reflected his
constant curiosity and
commitment to making.

In the final years of his
life, James continued

to be an active part of
the CAP community,
regularly joining staff
and artists to make art
together in the park. His
presence, generosity and
dedication to his practice
were deeply valued

by those who created
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alongside him.

We honor James Scoville
for his remarkable
artistic contributions and
the prolific body of work
he leaves behind. His
curiosity, discipline and
distinct visual language
remain an important
part of the Community
Arts Program’s history
and his work and
presence continue to be
remembered with great
affection.

FREE FOOD

Full Belly Bus - Food 4 Paws

Pets don’t need to be with you.
The Gubbio Project

166115th Street
3rd Monday of each month
Noonto1p.m.

Friends of SF Animal Care & Control

2nd Wednesday of each month
Noon to1p.m.

No reservations or appointments needed.

St John the Evangelist Episcopal Church

Shelter garage at Alameda & Bryant St.

St. Anthony'’s

121 Golden Gate Avenue
1st Monday of each month
Noonto1p.m.

Homeless Youth Alliance
558 Clayton Street

2nd Friday of each month
5:30to 6 p.m.

SPAY/NEUTER
SURGERY

SFSPCA

201 Alabama St.

Tuesday - Saturday

Book an appointment in-person
or text 415-554-3084

Day of surgery, drop off dogs at
8:00 a.m. - pick up at 4:30 p.m.

Can also receive rabies vaccine,
microchip, cone, and medication

Uber rides may be available upon
request

EMERGENCY/
URGENT CARE

SFSPCA
Hospital for urgent care:
201 Alabama St.

Monday - Saturday
8am.to 6 p.m.

Hospital phone:

415-554-3030 _[&]

kil
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EXAMS, MEDICATIONS,
AND VACCINATIONS

VetSOS

Free pop-up clinics offering:
Wellness exams, vaccinations,
routine procedures, laboratory
testing, rabies certificates,
microchip implantation and
registration, distribution of animal
food, leashes, collars, and other pet
supplies.

Referral to free spay/ neuter
surgery

Pets are seen from 10 am to 3 pm
by appointment only.

Make appointment by calling
(415) 355-2248 or emailing
vetsos@sfccc.org with this
information:
e Your full name
» Your phone number and/or
email
» Your specific housing situation
(e.g., street, shelter, vehicle)
* SRO move-in date (if
applicable)
» Thereason for the requested
appointment
» Pet'sname, age, sex, if they
have been spayed or neutered,
their breed, color, and if they
have any medical issues

SF SPCA Mobile Dog
Vaccine Clinic

Free DAPP/parvo vaccine,
dewormer, and topical flea & tick
prevention

Walk-ups and stand-by
registration starts at 8:30am the
day of the clinic

Bayview: Southeast Family
Health Center

2403 Keith Street

Saturday, October 17

Hunters Point: basketball court
across from community center
1030 Oakdale Avenue

Saturday, August 15

Saturday, November 21

Tenderloin: St. Anthony’s
150 Golden Gate Avenue
Saturday, September 19
Saturday, December 19
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When: Thursday, September 10 / 5:30-10 F

Where: SOMATrts Cultural Center, 934 Bran
San Francisco, CA

Join the Coalition on Homelessness, San Francisco for an insy
art, community, and advocacy come together to create lastin;
by Love: Transforming Art into Action is our annual Art Auctic
community leaders, supporters, and advocates to raise critica
homelessness and advance housing justice.

Guests will enjoy an evening of original artwork, exciting silel
food, an open bar, live entertainment, and opportunities to cc
members who share a commitment to social justice. Every bi
donation directly supports the Coalition on Homelessness’ ac
for people experiencing homelessness in San Francisco.

Grab your ticket for the live event today
before it’s too late!

DAVID ARBUCKLE e
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iring evening where
5 change. United

on, bringing together local artists,

| funds for the Coalition’s work to end

1t and live auctions, delicious catered
nnect with artists and community

1, ticket purchase, sponsorship, and
\vocacy, organizing, and direct services

MUDDY LOTUS ART

AMURI MORRIS

JAMES WORD
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SCENES FROM TENANT

EMPOWERMENT WEEK

PART II

In June of this year, I participated
in a Tenant Empowerment Week,
which was organized by the
Supportive Housing Providers
Network (SHPN). I wrote about
my first two days at the event last
month, and continue here.

On Wednesday, Day 3, I once
again got up early, put on some
clothing that could be considered
“gothic professional,” printed off
the PSH Tenant Bill Of Rights
Proposal, and then went to

City Hall for another lobby

day. First, we met with staffers
from Supervisor Shamann
Walton’s office —he was pulled
into the Budget Committee,

so he could not make it—

whose district is not home to
many permanent supportive
housing sites. With Jackie
Fielder on leave at the time,

it felt like he was the only
progressive left on the board,
and the staffers who joined
validated my feelings. To

my delight, one of my fellow
tenants brought up workforce
development and how helping
tenants who can work helps
subsidize tenants who can’t.
While many other permanent
supportive housing tenants,
including me, are steadfastly
against work requirements

for housing, we support
anything that makes it easier for
working tenants who are able
secure employment, and we would
support anything that removes
barriers to working, such as higher
income cut-offs for tenants and
preferential hire. I pitched the idea
of having a PSH advisory board,
but it was shot down because of the
whole hullaballoo about boards and
commissions.

Next up was a meeting with my
Supervisor Bilal Mahmood, who
represents my district. I was really
despondent over Dean Preston
losing re-election to Mahmood

in 2024, but if we can work
collaboratively on some things that
would help the thousands of PSH
tenants who live in his district, I
could live with that. We had similar
conversations around workforce
development, and discussed Matt
Dorsey’s sober housing legislation.
As I worked with Preston on PSH

eviction issues, I gave Mahmood

a one-pager on evictions based on
HSH nonpayment of rent guidance
and various conversations I had
with tenants. I don’t remember his
exact reactions, but I felt a faint
glimmer of hope he might listen.
Supervisor Mahmood, if you read
this, the offer is still on the table.

Then, we met with Supervisor
Myrna Melgar, who actually glazed

me for working her campaign
back in 2020. Although she has
no PSH sites in her district and
relatively few renters, she has

said that she was willing to be

an ally to PSH tenants, which I
honestly think is mixed. When
Dorsey’s sober housing legislation
came to the board, she joined
progressives in voting for Jackie
Fielder’s amendments. But when
those were shot down, Melgar still
voted for the legislation anyway.

I am still annoyed about it today.
I suggested a couple of ideas such
as reforming the collaboratives,
about which Melgar and I had a
text conversation when the San
Francisco Chronicle’s “Broken
Homes” exposé came out in 2022.
We also discussed adding more
scattered-site housing that would
make PSH issues relevant to more
districts, as well as making it easier
to procure modular housing.

After breaking for lunch, a couple

of other tenants and I went to a
meeting of the Residents United
Network (RUN) in Oakland. In
hindsight, I wish I hadn’t, because
while RUN’s work as a housing
advocacy organization is important,
it does not zoom in on the specific
issues facing us tenants. However,
one of the tenants who came was
somebody who I’ve wanted to talk
to for a long time. Back in 2023, this
tenant spoke at public comment

about how some tenants’ behavioral
health issues have caused real

harm to others; I spoke after him,
and in hindsight, I wish that I

had addressed how there needs

to be a policy that addresses lease
violations that balances public
safety. Nevertheless, we had a
productive conversation addressing
these issues, and there were no hard
feelings, so I guess it wasn’t a total
waste.

On the fourth and final day, when
all of us were already tired, we met
with people from the Department
of Public Health. DPH is a rather
large department that covers a wide
range of concerns, however, most
of the staff specialize in behavioral
health. Many tenants brought

up gaps in addressing tenant
decompensation. I brought up how
DPH also oversees environmental
health matters, such as hoarding
and pest control. One hour later,
we were done and headed to

JORDAN WASILEWSKI

the Delivering Innovation in
Supportive Housing office for a
celebratory lunch. I chatted with
tenants about our experiences and
even had discussions with DISH
executive director Lauren Hall
about refrigerators and microwaves
in permanent supportive housing.
Because only a few of us actually
went to meetings, we all won
tickets to a Golden State Valkyries
game—we were up in the nosebleed
section, but we were all elated
to see the Valkyries defeat the
Atlanta Dream.

Tenant Empowerment Week
was an enriching experience.
At the same time, it also could
have realized more potential. I
really wish we could have met
with Jackie Fielder’s staff, even
though she was on mental
health leave. Also, we would
have benefited from meetings
with other City agencies,

such as DPH’s environmental
division, the Department of
Building Inspection, Human
Rights Commission and Adult
Protective Services, among
others. The presence of other
advocacy organizations,

such as the Housing Rights
Committee, Senior &
Disability Action, Coalition
On Homelessness and others
would have also been helpful,
so there could be some independent
power building.

Which brings me to the issue of the
pre-made talking points. I have had
conversations with SHPN and DISH
about how the pre-made talking
points were part of a closed process
and how more tenant voices should
have been included. Although SHPN
has a Resident Advisory Board, its
meetings aren’t advertised to other
tenants, and I’'m not even sure if

it has a public comment process.

It is time for transparency in this
regard, but also, I pitched the idea
of a tenant convention to create

a truly collaborative framework

to create a vision, by us, for us.
“Nothing about us, without us”
was printed on the T-shirts at the
beginning of the week, but those
words must be put into action, and
PSH tenants should say what needs
to be said, not just what is popular.
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The City of San Francisco, at
the direction of Mayor Daniel
Lurie’s office, is pursuing a
“residency requirement” before
unhoused folks can receive
homeless services. It hasn’t
unveiled the plan yet, or had
planning meetings around it
that are open to the public. The
public doesn’t yet know which
services or what this would look
like, but the intent is obvious:
more political scapegoating.

The “magnet theory” political
trope is as old as mass
homelessness in the U.S. During
the Great Depression, an earlier
episode of mass homelessness
in the United States, it led to
Sundown Towns.

In many ways it is the perfect
trope: It allows politicians to
simultaneously dehumanize
homeless people by othering
them as outsiders, diminish
public sympathy and let
themselves off the hook for
doing anything at all. After
all, if they expand solutions to
homelessness, only more will
come. In fact, there is not one
major city in the United States
that doesn’t consider itself a
“magnet” for homeless people.
Las Vegas thinks homeless
people go there for the weather,
so they conducted a study:
Nope. Brutal winter cities like
Chicago consider themselves
magnets because of their
great services. Nope. It doesn’t
matter the city. They all claim
to be a “homeless magnet.”

Our current administration,
partially in response to its
propensity to align with
fringe elements on this issue,
is leaning heavily into this

CONTRIBUTE TO

STREET
SHEET

concept. The latest narrative,
first promulgated by right-
wing internet trolls, is that

San Francisco is full of drug
tourists. No, they don’t

mean tech bros picking up

sex workers and slamming
ketamine and cocaine. They
are referring to a much smaller
subset of SF drug users:
impoverished fentanyl users,
the ones who can’t have guests
in their housing or are street
bound. They assume they have
means to travel from city to city
because drugs are easier to find
here.

Hmm. Have any of us met a
drug user that couldn’t find
drugs when they really wanted
them? Like every city thinking
they are a homeless magnet,
they all also have easy-to-
find drug supplies. This is the
United States, after all, the
world’s biggest consumer of,
well, everything, including
illicit drugs. We take in the
largest overall volume on

the planet. Other places, like
Australia and New Zealand,
lead us in per-capita drug
consumption, but still, it is no
hard hunt to find drugs in the
United States. But that doesn’t
make for exciting copy on Fox
News and X, does it?

Back to a residency
requirement. Ah yes, San
Francisco, the City of St.
Francis. Does our country’s
crowing of liberty apply all
the way over here on the West
Coast?

“Give me your tired, your poor,

Your huddled masses yearning
to breathe free,

The wretched refuse of your
teeming shore.

Send these, the homeless,
tempest-tost to me,

I lift my lamp beside the golden
door!”

Nope.

[ know during these Trump
times, folks don’t like facts
anymore. They like to lie, lie,
lie.

Here are some facts:

The overwhelming majority

of homeless San Franciscans
became homeless as housed San
Franciscans.

That proportion is roughly the
same as every other big city.

For folks who do come to SF
homeless—and there are some—
why do they come?

Homeless people are not a
different species of humans.
They come for the same
complicated reasons all
migrants move—generally,
family and jobs.

Why would they come for
services? We have the highest
rents, we have 12,000 homeless
households already waiting for
housing. It is very difficult to
get shelter—you can only get on
a waitlist for a large warehouse-
style shelter. Also, do you ever
hear unhoused folks saying the
services are great in SF? You
hear a lot about what they are
not getting. And our weather?
Not ideal for sleeping rough.
Not terrible, but only affluent
people can consider weather

in their much more diverse
choices of residences. Poor folks
just aren’t that lucky. They

have limited choices, limited
mobility and limited cash.

So yeah, let’s get real.

We are sending far more
poor folks out of SF than we
are attracting. FAR MORE,
especially Black and brown
households.

And once they are in the East
Bay or Sacramento, and lose
their housing, they come
back home. Even after they
leave, they often want to keep
their kids in SF schools, or
have to commute in for work.
When an analysis is done
among homeless families,
about 97% have some kind

of connection to SF: school,
jobs, family, etc. If you have

a residency requirement, you
knock folks who were born
and raised here out of the
running for affordable housing,
because now their Medi-Cal
is in another county or they
were sleeping on their aunt’s
couch in Berkeley. No longer a
resident.

And how are unhoused people
supposed to prove their
residency—show a rent receipt?

And what about San Francisco
being a sanctuary city? Are

we not going to shelter those
seeking sanctuary, like trans
folks running from transphobic
small towns, or immigrants
fleeing political persecution
from U.S.-sponsored regimes?

Hey, now this is San Francisco,
not Trumpancisco. So let’s act
like it.

WRITING: Write about your experience of homelessness in San Francisco, about policies you think
the City should put in place or change, your opinion on local issues, or about something newsworthy

happening in your neighborhood!

ARTWORK: Help transform ART into ACTION by designing artwork for STREET SHEET! We especially
love art that uplifts homeless people, celebrates the power of community organizing, or calls out abuses of

power!

PHOTOGRAPHY: Have a keen eye for beauty? Love capturing powerful moments at events? Have a
photo of a Street Sheet vendor you'd like to share? We would love to run your photos in Street Sheet!

VISIT WWW.STREETSHEET.ORG/SUBMIT-YOUR-WRITING/

OR BRING SUBMISSIONS TO 280 TURK STREET TO BE CONSIDERED
PIECES ASSIGNED BY THE EDITOR MAY OFFER PAYMENT, ASK FOR DETAILS!
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