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ORGANIZE WITH US
HOUSING JUSTICE WORKING GROUP 
TUESDAYS @ NOON	
The Housing Justice Workgroup is working toward a San 
Francisco in which every human being can have and 
maintain decent, habitable, safe, and secure housing. 
This meeting is in English and Spanish and open to 
everyone! Email Miguel Carrera, mcarrera@cohsf.org to 
get involved!

HUMAN RIGHTS WORKING GROUP 
WEDNESDAYS @12:30
The Human Rights Workgroup has been doing some 
serious heavy lifting on these issues: conducting direct 
research, outreach to people on the streets, running 
multiple campaigns, developing policy, staging direct 
actions, capturing media attention, and so much more. 
All those down for the cause are welcome to join! Email 
Shakema Straker, sstraker@cohsf.org

EVERYONE IS INVITED TO JOIN OUR WORKING GROUP 
MEETINGS!

STREET SHEET is currently recruiting vendors 
to sell the newspaper around San Francisco. 

Vendors pick up the papers for free at our 
office in the Tenderloin and sell them for $2 
apiece at locations across the City. You get to 
keep all the money you make from sales! Sign 
up to earn extra income while also helping 
elevate the voices of the homeless writers who 
make this paper so unique, and promoting the 
vision of a San Francisco where every human 
being has a home. 

To sign up, visit our office at 280 Turk St 
from 10am-4pm on Monday-Thursday and 
10am-Noon on friday

BECOME A VENDOR
MAKE MONEY AND HELP END HOMELESSNESS!

The Street Sheet is a publication of the Coalition on 
Homelessness. Some stories are collectively written, 

and some stories have individual authors. But whoever 
sets fingers to keyboard, all stories are formed by 

the collective work of dozens of volunteers, and our 
outreach to hundreds of homeless people.

Editor: TJ Johnston
Artistic Spellcaster: Quiver Watts

Copyeditors: Kaveh Waddell, J. Cretella

Cover Art: Pete Railand

Street Speak Podcast, Tiny, 
Anya Worley-Ziegmann

COALITION ON 
HOMELESSNESS

The STREET SHEET is a project of the 
Coalition on Homelessness. The Coalition on 
Homelessness organizes poor and homeless 

people to create permanent solutions to 
poverty while protecting the civil and human 

rights of those forced to remain on the 
streets.

Our organizing is based on extensive peer 
outreach, and the information gathered 

directly drives the Coalition’s work. We do 
not bring our agenda to poor and homeless 

people: they bring their agendas to us.  

HELP KEEP 
STREET SHEET 

IN PRINT!

coalition.networkforgood.com

STREET SHEET 
CONTRIBUTORS

Street Sheet is published and distributed 
on the unceded ancestral homeland of the 
Ramaytush Ohlone peoples. We recognize 

and honor the ongoing presence and 
stewardship of the original people of this 

land. We recognize that homelessness 
can not truly be ended until this land is 

returned to its original stewards. 

Nancy McCombs, 
born in Dallas, 
Texas, September 
11, 1947, died on 
March 5, 2026 
in San Rafael 
following a fall 
in December 
that resulted in a 
traumatic brain 
injury. She was 78, 
and survived by 
her partner, Kenton 
Lai. 

Nancy served as 
an SSI attorney. 
She assisted the 
disenfranchised to access Supplemental Security Income, 
which the federal government is supposed to provide to 
citizens who are disabled and unable to support themselves 
with jobs. Nancy helped a lot of people over the years. 
She was a fierce ally of the homeless and the LBTQ+ 
communities, and used her intelligence, wit and compassion 
to fight for their rights. After Nancy retired from her 
professional law practice at 12 Geary St. in San Francisco, 
she volunteered for the Homeless Advocacy Project.

A ceremony in her memory is scheduled on April 26 at 2 p.m. 
at the Marin Art & Garden Center, 30 Sir Francis Drake 
Blvd., in Ross, California. 

Nancy McCombs
9/11/1947 - 3/5/2026
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Street Speak interview with 
the People’s Budget Coalition

Street Speak is a podcast of Street 
Sheet. The following excerpt is 
from Episode 22, a conversation 
between Jennifer Friedenbach, ex-
ecutive director of the Coalition on 
Homelessness, the San Francisco-
based homeless advocacy organi-
zation that produces the podcast, 
and Anya Worley-Zeigmann, coali-
tion coordinator of the People’s 
Budget Coalition. To listen to the 
entire interview, 
scan this QR code 
or go to street-
sheet.org/street-
speak-podcast or 
the platform where 
you listen to podcasts.

This excerpt is edited for brevity 
and clarity.

JENNIFER FRIEDENBACH
Today, we are talking about the San 
Francisco city budget. Holy crap! 
So, you know, we have this big 
looming shortfall in money, which 
I think is a little bit of, you know, 
sometimes a bit manufactured, 
because they always underestimate 
revenue. And at the same time, 
there is some realness to it and 
you know, and the fact is that a lot 
of the community is very worried, 
because, you know, folks are get-
ting hit from all sides, the federal, 
the state and the local government. 
So specifically, we’re talking about 
a group that is taking on the city 
budgeting priorities and trying to 
make them prioritize, you know, 
folks that are vulnerable, folks that 
are impacted the most when bad 
decisions are made around pov-
erty. And so it’s called the People’s 
Budget Coalition. And the People’s 
Budget is blessed to have a super 
awesome, amazing staff person, 
Anya Worley- Zeigmann, and 
maybe you can just start off by tell-
ing us a little bit about yourself and 
how you came to the work?

ANYA WORLEY-ZIEGMANN
I’m Anya Worley-Zeigmann, I’m 
with the people’s budget coalition. 
I’m the coalition coordinator, and 
the people’s budget is a big coali-
tion of about 150 member organi-
zations who are a lot of commu-
nity-based organizations, some 
who do direct services, some who 
help people organize, and, overall, 
people who try to meet the needs. 
And we also have regular San Fran-
ciscans and advocates alongside 
us who really care about this, and 
know how important the budget is, 
and for myself, this will be my sev-
enth or eighth budget season. So 

one, I’ve been in budget-
ing since I was an intern 
with (Supervisor) Dean 
Preston’s office in 2020, 
being my very first bud-
get. And so it was all on 
Zoom, but that’s really 
how I learned some of 
the inequities here, and 
really got to watch them. 
And then I was Hillary 
Ronen’s budget fellow 
when she was Budget 
Chair, and that’s really 
how I saw the inside of 
this. I was really radi-
calized by that process 
of being the one in the 
spreadsheets, having 
to reduce funding for 
community orgs myself 
because they wouldn’t 
budge on the police bud-
get. And so I kind of saw 
the inside of those nego-
tiations, and ever since then, I’ve 
been working on the budget and I 
am very fascinated and interested 
in this. It is deeply inequitable, and 
I want to be able to do something 
about it.

JENNIFER FRIEDENBACH
It’s like Martin Luther King said, 
the budget is a moral document, 
and so maybe you could break it 
down a little further for us. What’s 
happening with the SF budget? I 
mentioned a deficit, but who seems 
to be getting money and who isn’t 
at this point in time.

ANYA WORLEY-ZIEGMANN 
You’re so spot on with some of 
the deficit being real, and some of 
this kind of being a little bit over-
blown, because that’s a real part of 
this. Overall, we’re facing about a 
billion-dollar deficit over the next 
couple of years, and those projec-
tions are made by the City Control-
ler and the City Economist, who 
sort of look at our economy and see 
how it’s recovering. They always 
assume that the deficit is going 
to be worse than it actually turns 
out to be. So to some extent, it is 
an overprojection, but when our 
legislators and our lawmakers treat 
it as a firm reality, which is what 
we’re saying with (Mayor Daniel) 
Lurie, is that he is assuming we are 
not going to raise revenue, and he 
is opposing the Overpaid CEO Tax 
[Proposition D on the June bal-
lot] in order to start some of those 
revenue raising. So he’s indicat-
ing “screw whatever the deficit is 
going to be, or what it could be in 
the future, we are going to make a 

billion dollars in cuts over the next 
few years.” So that really makes the 
deficit real.

JENNIFER FRIEDENBACH 
So that’s some DOGE style stuff 
right there. And also just want to 
add in, not only is he not support-
ing new revenue, but he is already 
cutting revenue with the [Prop. 
I] real estate transfer tax cutting 
that in half, which basically the 
money is supposed to go to afford-
able housing. The ironic part is, it’s 
a tax break for large landowners 
that are buying buildings. So pretty 
disappointing.

ANYA WORLEY-ZIEGMANN 
Yeah, it’s gonna be a huge hit to 
our budget. It’s unbelievable that 
[Supervisor Bilal] Mahmood is also 
supporting this when he supports 
the Overpaid CEO tax, it’s hard to 
even justify. How can we do a tax 
break in a moment like this? Like, 
if you want to redo the taxes, not 
now, we cannot balance it on the 
backs of the most vulnerable.

JENNIFER FRIEDENBACH
So how does that situation with 
the budget fit in with the People’s 
Budget Coalition, in terms of your 
mission and your goals?

ANYA WORLEY-ZIEGMANN
That quote that you mentioned 
from Martin Luther King, Jr., that 
is really our defining quote as a 
coalition is that budgets are moral 
documents. That is the No. 1 thing 
that we believe is the People’s Bud-
get, is that knowing that budgets 
should reflect our values as a city. 
So not only should they represent 

like the bread and butter of what it 
means to have a democratic gov-
ernment, but it also needs to rep-
resent what San Francisco believes 
in. So we can’t view these services 
that we do as optional, because 
we’re willing to take the bet that 
San Francisco believes in LGBTQ 
services and HIV care, and in a lot 
of these services that are proposing 
to get cut. So we come at it from 
that angle, letting San Francisco 
know this is what’s happening with 
the budget. We’re the only organi-
zation that tries to make the City 
budget understandable for people. 
We’re still the only one that tracks 
community budget impacts. Let 
people know this is what’s happen-
ing. This is what is happening in 
your budget, and it’s yours, and you 
have the power to change it. And 
we want to join with people and 
say “Change with us, we want to 
see your values represented in this 
budget.”

JENNIFER FRIEDENBACH 
I know on the daily that you are 
getting deep into the weeds of the 
City budget, but maybe you can 
explain to listeners just kind of like 
some key aspects of the budget, 
kind of a quick 101, so our listen-
ers can understand how the bud-
get works here in San Francisco, 
so that they could affect change 
within that?

ANYA WORLEY-ZIEGMANN 
We get very in the weeds on the 
budget. There’s a lot to understand, 
and I like to let people know as 
they come into the budget fight 
that it’s confusing because it’s sup-
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posed to be, it’s designed to confuse 
you and overwhelm you, so that you 
feel like you can’t make a difference 
and you back out. 

So we always encourage people, “if 
you feel that feeling, you’re sup-
posed to feel like that. It’s set up so 
that you feel like that.” So getting 
over this together, getting through 
this, trying to figure it out together, 
is a long history of budget advocacy 
in the City, so some of the things 
that you can really cling to, no mat-
ter what else you find out about the 
budget, is there are some big core 
facts that are true, and one that’s 
super essential to San Francisco. 

Many of us might not come from 
San Francisco and might have 
experience with a different form 
of city government, or even being 
paying more attention to the fed-
eral government, and it’s a little bit 
different in San Francisco, because 
the mayor has the final say on the 
budget in a way that the President 
does not have the final say on the 
budget, and the way that some other 
cities don’t necessarily operate. But 
in our strong-mayor city, Mayor 
Daniel Lurie has what we call “line 
item spending authority,” so he has 
the last call on how every dollar is 
spent. So the Board of Supervisors 
is really important, but how they’re 
important is through negotiating, 
and not always through their own 

legislative power, because they can 
make decisions on the budget, but 
the mayor has to agree to those 
decisions. So we’re in a negotiation 
where one side genuinely has all of 
the power, but one side can gener-
ate more power to the people. And 
so that’s kind of how we flex the 
levers of this system by demonstrat-
ing consequences for legislators who 
don’t act with equity, moving people 
power and saying, “This is what our 
priorities are. You need to be in step 
with the people of San Francisco.”

JENNIFER FRIEDENBACH
Because the legislative branch basi-
cally gets a budget from the mayor. 
They can do some cuts to it, and 
that gives them a little bit of money 
to put back into the budget, but 
then the mayor can still choose not 
to spend it. Also, the mayor could 
choose to veto the budget. It’s just 
like an ordinance, or [the Supervi-
sors] could override him with the 
supermajority, but still, then the 
mayor could choose not to spend 
those items. And the mayor can also 
make mid-year cuts. So we’ve seen 
in years where cuts were restored, 
and then the mayor just knocked 
them out in the middle of the year. 
So, yeah, a very strong mayor sys-
tem in San Francisco. So maybe 
you can kind of give us a little color 
on the canvas we’re painting here, 
and talk a little bit about some of 
the organizations that are part of 

people’s budget and what communi-
ties they’re serving and what fund-
ing threats they’re facing?

ANYA WORLEY-ZIEGMANN
Another really interesting fact 
about San Francisco’s budget is that 
a lot of the core safety net in San 
Francisco is done by community-
based organizations. So it’s done 
by nonprofits who are based in 
the neighborhoods, who are of-
ten small, who serve communities 
that the City can’t reach, that’s 
kind of unique to San Francisco. 
And so for some cities and coun-
ties that might be, “oh, if we have 
some extra money, we’ll give it to 
a nonprofit.” That’s not really what 
we do here. We contract out really 
essential parts of our safety net. So 
these are not additive things, and so 
it’s a unique part of San Francisco 
that means that a lot of our budget 
organizing is also really centered 
on these community-based orga-
nizations who are doing the work 
on the streets, who are both serv-
ing the people who need their help 
and are also made up of the com-
munity that they help. As many of 
the nonprofit workers are low-wage 
workers of color, who are also in the 
same situation as their neighbors. 
And so some of those people that 
were so honored to partner with are, 
like HOMEY out in the mission. La 
Raza Community Resource Center, 
if you’re in the mission in Excel-
sior,  we work with Excelsior Works. 
Chinatown, we have Chinatown 

Community Development 
Center and the Asian Wom-
en’s Shelter. There’s a lot of 
these different organiza-
tions. And down in SoMa, 
we have SF Rising and Bish-
op and SoMa Community 
Action Network (SOMCAN), 
these are some of our key 
orgs, but also it’s a lot of 
queer-serving orgs, like 
the SF AIDS Foundation, 
a lot of community groups 
who don’t even receive City 
funding as well. So a lot of 
senior advocates who aren’t 
on the City’s dime and can 
be a little bit more proac-
tive about what they share 
all of these different orgs 
coming together to say we 
really believe in something 
different for our city. We 
see what’s happening on 
the streets day to day, same 
thing that City workers 
experience as well as you 
see the issue up front, and 
you get that feeling that 
like this is a broken system 
and it needs to change, and 
all of us being aligned on 
the budget is the way that 
we change a lot of these 
things. Policy is great, but 
policy really matters when 
there’s money behind it.

JENNIFER FRIEDENBACH
I just want to add in here, there’s 
something very strange happen-
ing this year in that we’re seeing 
commissions that are supposed to 
be independent bodies, and they’re 
passing cuts without identifying 
what they are. So, the Homeless 
Department has $4 million in cuts, 
but we don’t have a detail of what 
those are going to look like, and 
we may not even know all the way 
until the mayor releases his budget, 
because basically, they’re saying the 
mayor is going to decide the cuts we 
have. Department of Public Health, 
same thing. They already did $17 
million, and they had a fairly trans-
parent process on that, and they had 
to make some corrections based on 
the kind of the guidelines that they 
put out about what they’re going to 
cut or not. Cut or not, because they 
made some mistakes, which is natu-
ral, but now they announced, all of 
a sudden, $40 million more in cuts: 
$20 million from civil service, was 
what they first said, and $20 mil-
lion from CBOs. Now it’s $25 million 
from CBOs. So, we don’t know what 
those are going to look like, but we 
can guess based on  when (Gavin) 
Newsom was in charge in the Great 
Recession. DPH had $40 million in 
direct service cuts, and they basi-
cally go after the stuff that is only 
funded with City money. Because if 
it some of the stuff is like a match.
And so if you spend, you know, $10 
million on this, the state matches 
you 10, so they don’t want to cut 
that 10 because then they lose $20 
million, so they basically look at 
those, those those pots that are 
100% city funding, which tend to be 
the folks that get totally left out. I 
mean, if you look at the mayor’s of-
fice on housing and community de-
velopment funds, I mean, you know, 
transgender community at this time 
during Trump just getting absolute-
ly slaughtered. We see, you know, 
just, you know, violence prevention 
programs getting slaughtered, then 
we see an increase what we saw 
this year. The rates of violence are 
going up as a result. So these have 
real consequences. I was around in 
Newsom when he did $40 million to 
public health cuts, it was all behav-
ioral health. And guess what? We 
started seeing critical incidents that 
we hadn’t seen before. The rates 
went up. Just crazy. Rates went up 
of critical incidents in our shelters 
and in our drop in centers. After 
that funding was cut, I still run into 
folks today that lost something back 
in those years. You know, back in 
2007 said my life hasn’t been the 
same since I lost that day treatment 
program for my behavioral health. 
And so it really, they really hit hard. 
So we’re really nervous about that. 
And you know, we’re going to see 
more about that. And I know we’re 
going to circle back around to some 
specific big dates coming up for folks 
to turn out to. But maybe we could 
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talk a little bit about the current po-
litical environment. We have a very 
conservative Board of Supervisors. 
We have a very conservative mayor, 
that’s a lot of alignment between 
Trump policies and our local poli-
cymakers in terms of increasing the 
number of people being locked up 
and expanding detention centers.

These are things that we’re really 
concerned about. But given this po-
litical climate, what are some of the 
biggest challenges we face during 
the budget season and negotiations, 
and how are we going to tackle that?

ANYA WORLEY-ZIEGMANN
The first thing that it feels like that 
we face is attention is like flood-
ing the zone that Trump is doing is 
really real, and so that’s a big part 
of what he’s doing is grabbing all of 
the headlines. We’re in a constant 
state of emergency, and so the same 
people responding to ice incidents 
are also having their budgets cut. 
So the same people responding to 
health care cuts are the same people 
who are having their budget cuts 
in San Francisco, and honestly, the 
City is taking advantage of that in 
order to say people are paying at-
tention. Let’s really quickly see how 
we can replicate what’s happening 
federally with what’s happened lo-
cally. Let’s see if we can get people 
to be a little bit distracted. So that’s 
a big part of this, is that working 
class people are under the biggest 
threat that we ever have been, and 
we’re facing a historic deficit in San 
Francisco. This is one of the biggest 
things in the moment, and our leg-
islators know that locally, and that’s 
why they are doing that, that’s why 
they’re doing it right now, is be-
cause they sort of want to take the 
bet that people aren’t paying atten-
tion. I do not think that’s true. Of 
course. I think people are going to 
absolutely start to pay attention, 
because these are really devastat-
ing. I think that they’ve sort of, you 
know, miscalculated on where the 
power of the people is. At the same 
time that we’re seeing all of this 
emergency situation, we’re also see-
ing working class people organize 
and stand up and say, sort of wake 
up a little bit and say, This is our 
city. This is our country. We do want 
something different, and maybe we 
can’t necessarily fix what’s happen-
ing at the federal level. We can fix 
San Francisco. We have the power 
to fix that. And so that’s a really big 
challenge that we face on attention 
and on working class people, but it 
can also be a really big strength, be-
cause it’s activating working people. 
But another big challenge here is 
this really conservative board and 
this really conservative mayor, when 
they’re really in lockstep like this, it 
locks the community out of the pro-
cess. It means that the people who 
got them into office, who funded 
their campaigns, their budget pri-

orities, are going to be represented 
in this budget. That’s the instruc-
tions that departments are getting. 
That is what they’re hearing. We’re 
not at the table making these deci-
sions with them. Is that we’re locked 
out of this. Our best ways are to go 
around them, let the people know, 
nobody else is going to tell you, this 
is what’s up with the budget. This is 
how you can make a difference and 
to know and let people know you 
can make a difference if they are 
responsive to people power when 
we demonstrate it. So it’s a chal-
lenge we’re absolutely going to have 
to navigate. It’s the Board, it’s the 
mayor who makes the final call, but 
it’s the Board, much like Congress 
just sitting back and doing nothing 
as Trump devastates the country. 
The board is doing a very similar 
thing. They’re just sitting back, 
letting the mayor make all of these 
really devastating cuts.

JENNIFER FRIEDENBACH
I agree. We can turn this around, 
absolutely. But maybe you give some 
examples of successes, some wins. 
We were in the same position last 
year. So any examples of some big 
wins?

Anya Worley-Ziegmann
Yeah, and I think there’s a sort of an 
overarching hopefulness that’s on 
the rise here of parts of parts of this 
kind of come back to the commis-
sions as well as some of these com-
missions are getting really gutted 
through this process, but it was re-
ally great to see in the last election 
cycle, it was on the ballot this really 
conservative measure to say, let’s 
just willy nilly get rid of all of them. 
And the voters said “no,” like time 
and time again. The voters say, we 
want to tax the rich. We want more 
homeless services. We want more 
services, more safety net things. 
So the voters, when they have the 
chance, will stand up for San Fran-
cisco values. And so that’s one thing 
that really drives us, is like we know 
that the voters are often on our side. 
And then when it comes to the bud-
get fight, and how that really helps 
us is that no matter how compli-
cated and in the weeds the budget 
fight is, we’ve seen organizing able 
to turn these decisions around. 

And so one that happened a couple 
of years ago was a program called 
ERAP. So there were cuts to the 
Emergency Rental Assistance 
Program a couple of years ago in 
people’s budget. That was one of our 
first years organizing here, and it’s 
sort of this in the weeds program 
that hadn’t existed for very long, 
necessarily, and many people didn’t 
necessarily know about it, but it was 
cut. And so we face that moment 
when the odds are set against us. 
People don’t know what this pro-
gram is. It’s going to be really hard 
to understand these cuts and why 

they happened. The mayor’s office 
is putting out their own narrative 
about what’s going on here. And it 
was turned around. And we orga-
nized in a really big way. We educat-
ed the lawmakers, and to say, This is 
what the program is. This is why it’s 
important for people who are going 
to be impacted in a big way. And it 
was reversed. And not only was it 
reversed, which was a very hopeful 
and a big, optimistic, triumphant 
win, it hasn’t been touched since 
then. We made a really big stand 
in one year, and they learned their 
lesson on Don’t touch this program. 
And code enforcement is another 
one. 

There’s this code enforcement pro-
gram that if your landlord is screw-
ing you over and your ceiling falls in 
on you, they can help you. They can 
speak the language, they can reach 
you. And these are some of the 
nonprofits who are in the People’s 
Budget, and they fought it again. 
They fought it for the past couple of 
years when there have been cuts to 
their program. They fought it back. 

Finally, we’re hearing that there’s 
not going to be cuts to that pro-
gram, and sometimes it takes a 
while. But what we really see is that 
when you fight big for something, 
when you come out and you say, you 
make a statement, this is a part of 
San Francisco values. San Francisco 
values this program. We have its 
back. They tend to learn the lesson. 
They tend to scurry back, go back 
to the drawing board, and they’ll 
hit you in a new spot, but they will 
remember the lesson they learned. 
The people care about these things.

JENNIFER FRIEDENBACH
I mean that means, because that 
program got restored, thousands 
of households were able to stay 
in their homes that had a medical 
emergency, or they lost their job 
and they couldn’t pay the rent. But, 
you know, think about it. You lose 
your place in San Francisco, you are 
screwed, and the landlords want 
you out so they can jack up the rent. 
Because as soon as the tenants are 
out, they don’t have to follow rent 
control. They can bring that rent up 
as high as they want. So there’s a 
huge motivation for landlords to put 
people out, like, you mean, like, $10 
short on your rent, and they’re like, 
“bye!” Not all landlords, but, you 
know, the big corporate ones that 
are really all about the money and 
not about the community. So this is 
really, this was really important. 

And, you know, in the same with 
Yeah, like, yeah, that it just, it’s, it’s 
really about having a healthy and 
thriving San Francisco and keeping 
people safe. Like, that’s what com-
munity safety looks like. It looks like 
having a home. So this year, how 
is the People’s Budget planning on 

fighting back? How are we going to 
get a just and equitable budget for 
the people of San Francisco?

ANYA WORLEY-ZIEGMANN 
I’m really optimistic about this 
year. I’m feeling optimism in a way 
that I haven’t felt in past budget 
cycles. Because what we are hearing 
is that not only are the organiza-
tions who do these services, they 
are ready to respond like they are 
ready. They are aware. They are 
active. They are getting organized 
with us. So not only is our core base 
of people getting aware, it is spread-
ing to our neighbors. You’re start-
ing to hear this talk on the street 
of “ooh, I know the budget is bad.” 
I heard that there’s going to be a 
lot of budget cuts. It’s starting to 
get out there. And these narratives 
that they’re trying to push on us, 
they can’t hold for very long, is that 
we know, like “you’re not going to 
be able to convince San Francisco 
that we have to make these budget 
cuts, but we also can’t tax the rich.” 
That is just that lie is really getting 
exposed in a moment like this, for 
we see a way through this of letting 
people know this is the situation we 
need to maintain this budget. Not 
only that, we have to continue our 
economic recovery like we cannot 
afford to stop all of these programs 
that keep people housed. We can-
not afford to push a bunch of people 
into homelessness. 

We need to use some of these tem-
porary measures to keep these 
things in place while we raise taxes 
on those of us who are doing just 
fine in this economy. The Dow is 
doing great. There’s an AI boom like 
these things. The economy itself is 
having these two different worlds 
where working people are struggling 
and the rich are doing great. We 
need to tap into some of that, the 
people who are doing great. So how 
People’s Budget is responding this 
year is to let people know there is a 
way out of this, and it’s not going to 
be easy, for sure, but what we can do 
to fight back this year is keep these 
programs, fight back in order to win 
back a lot of these essential pro-
grams that are otherwise going to 
go away. Then we’re going to hit the 
ballot box, and we’re going to say 
“San Francisco, help us raise some 
revenue here. Help us solve this in 
the long term because their long 
term solution is to make these cuts.” 
That’s not our long term solution, 
right? That’s our strategy for this 
year. 

For the full episode, find us online 
at https://www.streetsheet.org/
street-speak-podcast/

To learn more about the People’s 
Budget Coalition, get involved or 
receive updates, go to peoplesbud-
getcoalition.org.  
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Closure of small house community 
forces several previously unhoused 
residents back to the streets

“They said we have to leave … today … I’ve 
been here for four years and I’ve never received 
help or resources or even a referral of someone 
to talk to about housing” said Dennis houseless 
resident of Third and Peralta tiny home 
community.  

From the beginning of RoofLESS radio 
reporter Dennis’ placement into the Housing 
Consortium of the East Bay (HCEB) tiny home 
community at Third and Peralta, Dennis had an 
understanding that he would receive some kind 
of help to find permanent housing. Four years 
later, he is being evicted back to the streets. 

Some Peralta residents got matched with 
housing. Many, like Dennis, did not, partly 
because like Dennis noted, “When we don’t 
have access to email, like most of us out here, 
we can’t even receive the information when it 
is sent to us.” This is just one example of the 
failure of service provision that is not Poverty 
Scholarship-informed.

The stated reason for this closure was that 
HCEB lost their funding from the City, who 
allegedly believed the nonprofit wasn’t doing 
the job they promised to do … Which even if 
this well-funded nonprofiteer wasn’t doing their 
job, is that really the solution, City of Oakland, 
to kick houseless people back out to the street?

“The City cut off funding for the Peralta cabins 
and 71st Avenue safe parking lot claiming 
poor outcomes/low rates of people getting 
into permanent housing. Which is true ... but 
in practice they’re basically using HCEB’s 
misconduct as a way to punish the residents,” 
said Sathya Baskaran, street warrior and 
advocate with Sweeps Defense in Oakland.
In one 48-hour period, there were a total of 
three announced closures of these poltrickster 
designed, nonprofiteer created “solutions” in 
Huchiun (Oakland): Mandela House (closure 
planned for April 22), 71st and San Leandro, 
and Third and Peralta, (both closed last week) 
which will result in literally hundreds of already 
swept, evicted, houseless people being spit back 
out to the streets with nothing, only to face 
sweeps, criminalization and arrest from a city 
government who doesn’t care what happens to 
its houseless residents. 

What seems blatantly obvious to me is these 
temporary solutions are convenient when 
the City wants to erase come-unities of 
houseless people in neighborhoods targeted 
for gentriFUKation, like MLK and West Grand, 
Wood Street, Mosswood Park and East 12th 

Street. Then they deposit them back to the 
streets months and years later when they think 
no one is watching because they have no basic 
investment in caring for houseless people. 

Looming in the background of all of this 
nonprofiteer violence is the Encampment 
Abatement Policy (EAP) re-proposal by 
politrickster Ken Houston (which this 
povertyskola has written about before). This is 
the third time this council member, who has 
built his career on hating houseless peoples, 
has proposed a deeper level of anti-houseless 
violence. When houseless people respond 
to a sweep by moving to another location, 
politrickster Ken proposes arresting those 
people for the act of being houseless in public.

And just in case you may think that’s all there 
is to it, that’s just the tip of the pillaging, 
evicting and closing iceberg. 

Over the last year and half, the Holland Hotel 

and the Henry Robison, both mangled (I 
mean managed) by the Big Poppa of all the 
nonprofiteers, Bay Area Community Services,  
were also closed, throwing over 300 houseless 
out to nowhere. Again.

And then before that as some readers might 
remember, the tiny home village run by 
Building Opportunities for Self Sufficiency 
(BOSS), which was set up to temporarily 
“house” the hundreds of violently swept 
residents of Wood Street commons also closed 
after being “abandoned” by BOSS. 

One after the other, the “solutions” ended. 
All created by large nonprofits, funded by the 
City, with budgets based on “service provision” 
for people in poverty with flowery mission 
statements like: “We  fulfill our mission by 
providing programs and services for the 
unhoused; resident service coordination; 
developing and operating permanent supportive 
housing and partnering with other developers.”

WE HAVE TO LEAVE 
TODAY

 Police car outside 71st Avenue safe parking site, which has since closed down.
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WRITING: Write about your experience of homelessness in San Francisco, about 
policies you think the City should put in place or change, your opinion on local issues, or 
about something newsworthy happening in your neighborhood! 

ARTWORK: Help transform ART into ACTION by designing artwork for STREET 
SHEET! We especially love art that uplifts homeless people, celebrates the power of 
community organizing, or calls out abuses of power! 

PHOTOGRAPHY: Have a keen eye for beauty? Love capturing powerful moments at 
events? Have a photo of a Street Sheet vendor you’d like to share? We would love to run 
your photos in Street Sheet! 
 

VISIT WWW.STREETSHEET.ORG/SUBMIT-YOUR-WRITING/ 

OR BRING SUBMISSIONS TO 280 TURK STREET TO BE CONSIDERED
PIECES ASSIGNED BY THE EDITOR MAY OFFER PAYMENT, ASK FOR DETAILS!
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These nonprofits are in the “business” of 
solving poverty, which, in my humble opinion, 
is a crime of krapitalism. Money in the millions 
are “spent” paying executives to “manage” 
people who are just trying to stay alive and 
safe, who themselves have little or no money at 
all. 

In addition to the fact that many CEOs and 
CFOs of these huge nonprofits get triple digit 
“salaries” for the job of “managing” us who 
have no jobs, or homes, or money. Many of 
them aren’t even doing the jobs they claim to 
be doing.

That said there are people with great love 
in their hearts that do service provision and 
many solid, real nonprofits doing the real work 
- but something has gone very wrong in the 
‘management” of us poor people in these big 
nonprofits and the hands of the disinterested 
and hateful government are not clean in all of 
this.

I call it a krapitalist crime because the 
principals of Poverty Scholarship-informed 
street advocacy that us poor, houseless 
and formerly houseless advocates at POOR 
Magazine, Manna From Heaven, Self- Help 
Hunger Program and Wood Street Commons 
are doing means doing whatever needs to be 
done to support fellow houseless poverty skolaz 
where they are at. We know what and how to 
get what’s needed for folks because we have all 
been in crisis with housing, hunger, sweeps, 
and unattainable services ourselves.

In addition, these acts of radical street service, 
or what we at POOR magazine call “Love-work”, 
aren’t tied to salaries and government grants - 
they are informed by us, for us. 

For example, the HOMEfulness Hotel Fund 
formally launched in 2024, when the violent 
Grants Pass v. Johnson sweeps amped and 
morphed into daily, hourly violent sweeps on 
houseless comeUnities all across the Bay Area.  

It’s only a temporary “fix” as it supports 
houseless, disabled elders, and families get into 
a motel room for up to two weeks. The funding 
comes directly from housed people with 
resources who learn about radical redistribution 
and ComeUnity reparations and Poverty 
Scholarship informed redistribution. Something 
as simple as temporary hotel and motel housing 
vouchers barely exist within the City support 
network. 

Myself and Auntie Frances and Omowale Fowles 
have sat down with these big nonprofits and 
told them to give us, the street workers, access 
to the vouchers so we can make sure they are 
getting to the people who need them all the 
time. That conversation went nowhere. 

Another example is the powerful street 
outreach led by Wood Street Commons in 
Huchiun, providing healthy, home-cooked 
food, groceries and haircuts to folks on the 
street and POOR Magazine’s RoofLESS radio - 
a street based food and media distribution to 
folks struggling with the violence of sweeps 
and Sliding Scale Cafe - a free grocery and food 
distribution project launched at HOMEfulness 
1 in Huchiun every Thursday. Now we have 
added every Friday at HOMEfulness 4 in Yelamu 
( SF). Manna from Heaven and Self-Help Hunger 
Program are also poor people led movements 
providing street based food, medicine, and 
support wherever and however its needed. 

Not to mention Tent City 3 and the sanctuary 
land projects in Seattle led by poor and 
houseless people and in Huchiun - Derik 
Soo’s sanctuary houseless community in East 
Oakland and a new self-determined project on 
a parking lot “owned” by Laney College. With 
stewardship support by Wood Street Commons 
and many of us poor people-led movements.

In addition, we poor and houseless folks are 
working as hard and fast as we can to build 
more HOMEfulness projects - Rent-free forever, 
healing housing projects in Huchiun, Yelamu 
and Tovaangar, the first one of which now 
houses 24 houseless youth, adults, and elders in 
Deep East Huchiun (Oakland) with permission 
and guidance from the 1st Nations Ohlone 
Lisjan people of this land. 

The goals of the HOMEfulness projects is not 
to “Own” or buy or control Mama Earth, not 
to raise “equity” or profit, but to rather unSell 
and steward these small parcels of Mama 
Earth and permanently remove them from 
the commodities market, which means we are 
actively decolonizing and decommodifying land 
so it doesn’t continue to be a source of profit, 
loss, debt and gain, which leads to evictions, 
homelessness, and deadly gentriFUKation. 
Hence the name HOMEfulness.

“I’m Ifalayo and I was houseless on Wood 
Street for 10 years, now i am HomeFul 
at HOMEfulness.” Ifalayo moved from 
homelessness into HOMEfulness last year, and 
I, who was chronically houseless for most of my 
life beginning in childhood and then later as 
an adult after surviving violent gentriFUKation 
in the Mission Dist of San Francisco with my 

son, became forever Homefull for the first time 
in my life in 2022 when the City of Oakland 
finally granted HOMEfulness a Certificate of 
Occupancy after a 10 year fight with them to 
get approved for permits and all the endless 
costly requirements they placed in front of us. 
Ifalayo and I spoke to the KPIX in this moment 
of so much eviction violence by HCEB.

Sadly, four years, thousands of sweeps, 
evictions, closures and deaths of our houseless 
relatives later, nothing seems to have changed 
in the City process to make poor peoples 
solutions actually happen.

Multiple cities have claimed to be listening 
to poor people’s solutions. Lots of talk 
about Measure W funding in Oakland under 
BarbaraLee, and providing real community 
services in San Francisco under DanielLurie, 
and yet poverty scholarship-informed programs 
like City Vitals in SF are closed, violent sweeps 
and criminalization continue in both cities, all 
the so-called housing solutions all across the 
Bay are still closing and HOMEfulness is still 
getting no help in the City permitting process, 

Our pro-bono architect is trying to submit 
building plans for HOMEfulness2, another 
location in Deep East Huchiun, and the City 
has already thrown multiple roadblocks in our 
way. And HOMEfulness 4 Yelamu (SF) is right 
behind, as we are struggling right now to find 
a licensed engineer who can help us before we 
can even submit the plans to San Francisco. In 
both cities, no help, no love, no support for this 
homeless peoples solution to homelessness. 

This Love-work is hard and everyday, because 
krapitalism isn’t a human system and more 
people are becoming houseless with some 
of the cuts in Huchiun and in San Francisco 
where they are proposing to end the pandemic 
housing support, which will result in hundreds, 
maybe thousands, more people facing eviction. 
So it’s time for these settler governments to 
operate with more basic humanity. Stop closing 
and evicting, and ending and erasing. This is an 
emergency. People are dying. What will it take 
for these towns to listen and support poor and 
houseless people with our own solutions? We 
have them.  

Stay tuned - April 28th POOR Magazine and 
Wood Street Commons and Manna From 
Heaven and Self-help Hunger Program (and 
More ) are planning a Speak out /demand action 
at Oakland City Hall to demand houseless 
poeples resources come back to the houseless 
people-led solutions - for more info email 
poormag@gmail.com. 

continued from page 7...
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