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CALIFORNIA BRACGES
FOR ‘DEVASTATING’
FEDERAL HOMELESS
HOUSING CUTS

MARISA KENDALL, CALMATTERS

Thousands of
Californians could
return to homelessness
as the feds reportedly
plan to disinvest from
permanent housing.

The latest blow in a seemingly
endless barrage of bad news for
the California agencies tasked
with fighting homelessness
looms: President Donald Trump’s
administration is expected to
deeply cut federal funding for
permanent housing.

The news has sent counties
throughout California into a
panic. The state is bracing to lose
hundreds of millions of dollars
for permanent housing, which is
the one thing experts agree on as
the most effective way to solve
homelessness.

Across the state, homeless service
providers and local leaders are
convening emergency meetings to
figure out just how bad the cuts
are going to be and what to do
about them. Some are scrambling
to move money around or even
re-label their programs to save
hard-won housing. Others have
already started helping fewer
people in anticipation of the cuts.

But they agree on one thing: If
these cuts go through, thousands
of California’s most vulnerable
residents likely will be evicted
from their subsidized housing,
and may end up back on the
street.

It would likely reverse recent
progress made in fixing the
state’s severe homelessness
problem.

“I don’t know what they think is
going to happen with all these
people,” said Maryn Pitt, chair of
the Stanislaus County Continuum
of Care, which manages the
county’s federal homelessness
funds. “We’re just going to

turn them out and they’ll just
disappear? I have no idea, but it
seems rather inhumane.”

Her county has 17 permanent
housing projects funded with
money at risk from federal cuts.

Already reeling from upcoming
state cuts to homeless funding,
California’s homelessness

agencies have been bracing for
federal cuts for months, without
knowing exactly what to expect.
Now, some of those cuts have
come into sharper focus. The
Trump administration intends
to redirect a significant chunk
of money away from permanent
housing and into temporary
housing — while also adding
requirements for people to
qualify for that temporary aid,
according to reporting from
Politico, which cited internal
HUD documents and interviews
with anonymous HUD employees.

If that happens, only 30% of
federal homelessness funds
would be available for permanent
housing — down from the current
rate of 87%. Nationwide, that
means the money available for
permanent housing will shrink
from $3.3 billion down to about
$1.1 billion, Politico reported.

That would be a major strategy
shift. For years, the Department
of Housing and Urban
Development has prioritized
permanent housing over
temporary housing and shelter.
Permanent housing is designed
to end someone’s homelessness
for good, while temporary
housing and shelter is a Band-
Aid solution: It gets people off
the street, but only for a limited
time.

When CalMatters asked the
agency to comment on the
reported funding cuts it
responded with an automatically
generated email: “The

Radical Left has shut down

the government. As a result,
HUD’s Office of Public Affairs is
operating in a limited capacity,
which impacts our ability to
promptly engage with the
mainstream media.”

The federal government is
expected to issue a “notice of
funding opportunity” this fall for
its continuum of care program,
the country’s main source of
federal homelessness funding,
laying out how much money is
available, what it can be used
for and what rules apply. That’s
where the feds are expected

to give official notice of the
permanent housing cuts.

continues on page 5...

HELP KEEP
STREET
SHEET IN

PRINT!

coalition.networkforgood.com

CORRECTION

THE COVER DESIGN OF THE
OCTOBER 15 PRINT EDITION
WAS CREATED BY JOSH
MACPHEE FOR JUST SEEDS.

ALSO, IN “NO PLACETO
GROW OLD—AN INTIMATE
EXPLORATION OF OLDER
ADULTS AGING INTO
HOMELESSNESS,” THE
FILM “NO PLACE TO GROW
OLD™ WAS INCORRECTLY
TITLED. IT HAS SINCE
BEEN CORRECTED IN THE
STORY’S ONLINE VERSION.

COALITION ON
HOMELESSNESS

The STREET SHEET is a project
of the Coalition on Homelessness.
The Coalition on Homelessness
organizes poor and homeless people
to create permanent solutions to
poverty while protecting the civil
and human rights of those forced to

remain on the streets.

Our organizing is based on extensive
peer outreach, and the information
gathered directly drives the
Coalition’s work. We do not bring
our agenda to poor and homeless
people: they bring their agendas to
us.

STREET
SHEET
STAFF

The Street Sheet is a publication of
the Coalition on Homelessness. Some
stories are collectively written, and
some stories have individual authors.
But whoever sets fingers to keyboard,
all stories are formed by the collective
work of dozens of volunteers, and our
outreach to hundreds of homeless
people.

Editor: T] Johnston
Artistic Spellcaster: Quiver Watts
Copyeditors: Kaveh Waddell, ]. Cretella

Cover Art: Soul of My Soul by Ayman
Alhossery

Jordan Wasilewski, Lupe Velez,
Lukas Illa, CalMatters, Marisa
Kendall

Street Sheet is published and distributed
on the unceded ancestral homeland of the
Ramaytush Ohlone peoples. We recognize

and honor the ongoing presence and
stewardship of the original people of this
land. We recognize that homelessness can
not truly be ended until this land is returned
to its original stewards.
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A COMMISSION TO GET RID
OF COMMISSIONS:

LUPE VELEZ

HOW THE MAYOR’S OFFICE PLANS TO CONSOLIDATE
MORE POWER AND ERODE PARTICIPATORY DEMOCRACY

On October 15, a new City-created
delegation called the Commission
Streamlining Task Force held its first
meeting to make recommendations
on several advisory and policy
groups that are focused on children
and youth, homelessness and
human rights, among other bodies.
The Task Force reflected that the
homelessness crisis is one of the
biggest issues that San Francisco
faces, one that Mayor Daniel Lurie
has centered during his time in
office. However, this commission
voted to eliminate all but one of the
existing five homelessness public
bodies.

These recommendations raise
serious concerns about what this
means for many essential and
critical public bodies—especially
those approved by City voters—that
allow for participatory democracy.

The Commission Streamlining

Task Force was created as part of
Proposition E, a measure that voters
passed on the November 2024 ballot.
Prop. E was a response to Prop. D,
an opposing measure that intended
to cut down the number of city
commissions and consolidate more
power for the Mayor. Authored by
then-Supervisor Aaron Peskin, Prop.
E sought to preserve participatory

governance in our City commissions.
The stated mission of the task

force is to “make recommendations
about ways to modify, eliminate,

or combine the City’s boards

and commissions to improve the
administration of City government.”

Ironically, the Commission has
already recommended to slash half
of the existing City commissions
and to strip the Police Commission’s
authority to hire and fire the police
chief and hand this authority to the
Mayor, whose already great influence
on City bodies would expand as a
result.

The Coalition on Homelessness
believes that each homelessness
body serves a significant role in
public engagement, providing data-
driven solutions to homelessness,
and transparency, compliance and
accountability within the shelter
system for people experiencing
homelessness.

One such panel is the Our City

Our Home (OCOH) i committee,
which offers deep expertise in

San Francisco’s efforts to address
homelessness. It was formed by the
passage of Prop. C in November
2018 expressly to fund homelessness
solutions, including housing,
homelessness prevention, shelter

WHAT TO DO IF ICE
COMES TO YOUR DOOR

il § ICE CAN NOT COME IN WITHOUT A SIGNED WARRANT. TELL THEM
TO PASS THE WARRANT UNDER THE DOOR BEFORE YOU OPEN.

ICE CAN USE ANYTHING YOU SAY AGAINST YOU IN YOUR
IMMIGRATION CASE, SO CLAIM YOUR RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT!

DO NOT SIGN ANYTHING ICE GIVES YOU WITHOUT
TALKING TO AN ATTORNEY!

CALL RAPID RESPONSE HOTLINE: 1-844-724-3737
TAKE PICTURES, VIDEOS & NOTES

GET A TRUSTWORTHY ATTORNEY & EXPLORE ALL
OPTIONS TO FIGHT FOR YOUR CASE. PROTECT

YOUR FAMILY & NEIGHBORS!

and behavioral health treatment by
taxing the gross receipts of large
corporations.

Another is the Homeless Oversight
Commission (HOC). It gained
unanimous support from the Board
of Supervisors and 67% of voters.
The purpose of public bodies like
HOC is to provide vital checks and
balances in a city with one of the
strongest mayoral systems in the
country, second only to New York
City.

Voters in November 2022 approved
the creation of this commission,
which is tasked with providing
greater transparency and oversight
over the City’s homelessness
funding. Christin Evans, who served
as the commission’s vice chair from
2023 to 2025, said that the panel
has accomplished that part of its
mission.

“Every annual budget and new
contract over $250,000 has had a
public and independent review,”
Evans said. “The commission has
focused on ensuring a return on
investment and effectiveness of each
program and initiative receiving
funds.”

The Shelter Monitoring Committee
was created in 2004 to track

conditions in emergency shelters
and later charged with enforcing
standards of care that were
established legislatively by then-
Supervisor Tom Ammianno.

The Shelter Grievance Advisory
Committee complements this
monitoring process by reviewing
clients’ complaints of shelters or
shelter staff.

The elimination and reconfiguration
of public bodies would impact the
funding and delivery of several
government services, including
public health and safety, education
and homelessness. Of similar
consequence, the proposed
changes would erode participatory
governance and muffle community
voices from decision making,
leaving marginalized people more
vulnerable and underrepresented.

As the task force’s recommendations
move to the Board of Supervisors
for approval, and eventually to

the ballot next fall, the Coalition

on Homelessness, People’s Budget
Coalition and other advocacy
groups are working to mobilize

San Franciscans to ensure the
preservation of community voices
and participatory democracy.

QUE HACER SI AGENTES DE ICE
LLEGAN A TU PUERTA

ICE NO PUEDE ENTRAR SIN UNA ORDEN JUDICIAL. DIGALES QUE
PASEN LA ORDEN POR DEBAJO DE LA PUERTA ANTES DE ABRIR.

ICE PUEDE USAR CUALQUIER COSA QUE USTED DIGA EN SU
CONTRA EN SU CASO DE INMIGRANTE, ASI QUE RECLAME SU
DERECHO A PERMANECER EN SILENCIO

NO FIRME NADA DE LO QUE ICE LE DE SIN HABLAR CON UN

ABOGADO

LLAME A LA LINEA DIRECTA DE RESPUESTA RAPIDA: 1-844-724-3737
TOMA FOTOGRAFIAS, VIDEOS Y NOTAS

CONSIGA UN ABOGADO DE CONFIANZA Y EXPLORE TODAS
LAS OPCIONES PARA LUCHAR POR SU CASO. jPROTEGE ATU
FAMILIA Y VECINOS!
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Luis Gongora Pat, holding his daughter Rossana on the day

of her baptism (Teabo, State of Yucatan, Mexico)
www.justice4luis.org
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continued from page 2...

Los Angeles County, which has
the largest homeless population
in California, has $217 million
at stake. More than 80% of that
goes toward keeping people

in permanent housing, said
Jessica Reed, associate director
of continuum of care planning
for the Los Angeles Homeless
Services Authority. If the
projected cuts go through, more
than 8,000 units of housing
would be at risk, she said.

It would be “absolutely
devastating,” Reed said.

People living in subsidized
permanent housing tend to

be among California’s most
vulnerable, including those who
have chronic disabilities and were
homeless for years before moving
indoors. Many live on meager
disability benefits. If their
housing subsidies dry up, there’s
no way they’ll be able to pay their
rent, Reed said.

Those renters also often have
criminal records, poor credit and
a history of evictions — making
it almost impossible for them to
compete for housing on the open
market, even if they could afford
rent, Pitt said.

Santa Cruz County’s latest
continuum of care allocation was
about $7.7 million — of which
about 82% is for permanent
housing, said Robert Ratner,
director of Housing for Health for
the county. About 290 people live
in those units.

If the spending cap takes effect,
Santa Cruz County likely would
try to shift some state money

to cover the housing no longer
eligible for federal funds, Ratner
said.

“We’re going to end up having
to close most of these programs,
because there’s not enough state
money,” he said. “There’s no way
the math works.”

To prepare, Santa Cruz County
has already started winding down
some services.

“We’re helping far fewer people,”
Ratner said.

Typically, Santa Cruz County
helps between 40 and 60
households move from
homelessness into housing each
month. If the permanent housing
cuts take effect, Ratner expects
that to eventually drop by as
much as three-quarters.

To make matters worse, when
awarding homelessness grants,
the feds plan to deduct points
for organizations that have
used “racial preferences” or
recognized transgender people,
according to Politico. The
Trump administration already
has attempted to impose
similar restrictions on other
homelessness grants, prompting
multiple lawsuits.

Ratner worries those new rules
could mean Santa Cruz County
isn’t eligible for any money.

Other counties are making
similar dire predictions.

Santa Clara County estimates

at least 1,000 households would
be at risk of homelessness if the
feds cap funding for permanent
housing at 30%, said Kathryn
Kaminski, director of the county’s
Office of Supportive Housing.

Sacramento County, which
dedicated about 86% of its $40
million in federal continuum

of care funding to permanent
housing in 2024, worries the cuts
could displace residents, slow
housing placements and force
service providers to lay off staff.

The scariest part is that this
funding change signals the
federal administration is turning
its back on the long-standing
belief that permanent housing
solves homelessness, said Gita
O’Neill, interim CEO of the

Los Angeles Homeless Services
Authority. And the feds are
making that shift suddenly,
giving service providers no time
to wind down their programs.

“Which is going to be devastating
across the country, no matter
where you are,” O’Neill said.
“Losing that much permanent
housing will have an impact for
generations to come.”

This story originally appeared on
calmatters.org
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STREET SHEET is currently recruiting vendors to sell the newspaper around San Francisco.

Vendors pick up the papers for free at our office in the Tenderloin and sell them for $2 apiece at
locations across the City. You get to keep all the money you make from sales! Sign up to earn extra
income while also helping elevate the voices of the homeless writers who make this paper so unique,
and promoting the vision of a San Francisco where every human being has a home.

TO SIGN UP, VISIT OUR OFFICE AT 280 TURK ST FROM 10AM-4PM ON MONDAY-THURSDAY AND 10AM-
NOON ON FRIDAY
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CHEME FOR SOBER

SUPPORTIVE HOUSING
SUCKS

I am a millenial, and one of
the defining moments of my
generation was 9/11. There are
many takes on this issue, but
one thing I gleaned from the
aftermath is that, despite the
supposed “unity” that crises
bring, there are people out there
who will weaponize collective
pain to push policies that are
wrongheaded and cruel. I find
the same holds true for San
Francisco’s overdose crisis.

Thousands of individuals have
died or are struggling with
substance use disorder, which

is unfortunately impacting

our permanent supportive
housing. I personally have seen
my neighbors wheeled out in
body bags. This is a serious and
sensitive issue that needs to be
addressed in a way that works for
all tenants. Similar to politicians
in the wake of 9/11 calling for the
PATRIOT Act and the invasion

of Iraq based on lies, we have a
bunch of recovery grifters calling
for solutions for us, without us
and parachuting in like that scene
from “Red Dawn.”

In this latest salvo in the drug
war, District 6 Supervisor Matt
Dorsey introduced legislation
that would put a stop on all new
site-based permanent supportive
housing unless it is one of two
types of sober housing. Last year,
he introduced similar legislation
that went nowhere, but at

least it would have sunsetted
when 25% of PSH became sober
housing. This legislation, which
is purportedly a response to
Newsom vetoing legislation,
allows for 10% of PSH units to
be sober. Additionally, Dorsey’s
legislation puts a permanent
freeze on new non-sober housing
for formerly
homeless people,
without regard
for replacement
units and
without time-

or goal-based
sunsets. The
board’s moderate
supervisors—
Rafael
Mandelman,
Bilal Mahmood,
Daniel Sauter
and Patrick
Sherrill—are
co-sponsoring
the legislation,
and another co-
sponsor might be added pending
the mayor’s appointment to the
District 4 seat.

One of the allowed forms

of housing in the proposed
legislation is “drug-free
supportive housing,” which
considers illegal drug use or
possession cause for eviction;
the program is open to all other
eligible applicants. Given the
PSH eviction crisis, this type of
housing should not be funded.

JORDAN WASILEWSKI

Thousands of
individuals have died
or are struggling
with substance use
disorder, which
is unfortunately
impacting our
permanent supportive
housing. I personally
have seen my
neighbors wheeled
out in body bags.
This is a serious and
sensitive issue that
needs to be addressed
in a way that works
or all tenants.

The other allowed type of
housing is “supportive recovery
housing”, which is designed as a
voluntary, non-coercive program
with a holistic support program.
This housing program doesn’t
penalize tenants who relapse

but instead allows transition to

a non-sober unit if necessary. I
would support this
type of housing if
it was voluntary
and included a pre-
application process
that determines
need. Legislation
would not be
needed for this type
of housing program

What makes
Dorsey’s proposed
legislation even
more disingenuous
is its coupling of
freezing new non-
sober permanent
supportive housing
with surveying tenants. While

I am not against doing surveys
as needs assessments, there are
no protections against recovery-
first advocates adding bias to the
survey results.

Support for this type of housing
among permanent supportive
housing tenants is being
misrepresented by several
politicos. At my building’s
monthly tenant meeting, the
consensus was overall support

for such recovery-based housing,
as long as the programs aren’t
forced upon us.

This legislation’s silver lining

is that it only applies to site-
based PSH instead of scattered-
site PSH, the latter of which is
where the City should go toward
in PSH expansion. We have

fewer scattered-site permanent
supportive housing units
compared with other cities, as the
San Francisco Chronicle noted in
its “Broken Homes” investigation.
Scattered-site PSH can still be a
recovery-friendly option, even
without restrictions on substance
use.

If the conversation were focused
on making PSH more recovery-
friendly in terms of design and
offered services, many tenants,
including myself, would find that
amenable even in non-recovery
based settings. If the proposed
legislation moved towards
assessing the need for recovery
housing without banning non-
sober housing, it would not be

an issue among us tenants. Even
if the process and conversations
between legislators and tenants
is long and messy, we should have
them, as we’re all in search of
sustainable solutions.

The point is, forced sobriety in
housing is never a solution.

WRITING: Write about your experience of homelessness in San Francisco, about

STREET
SHEET

CONTRIBUTE TO

policies you think the City should put in place or change, your opinion on local
issues, or about something newsworthy happening in your neighborhood!

ARTWORK: Help transform ART into ACTION by designing artwork for STREET
SHEET! We especially love art that uplifts homeless people, celebrates the power
of community organizing, or calls out abuses of power!

PHOTOGRAPHY: Have a keen eye for beauty? Love capturing powerful moments
at events? Have a photo of a Street Sheet vendor you'd like to share? We would
love to run your photos in Street Sheet!

VISIT WWW.STREETSHEET.ORG/SUBMIT-YOUR-WRITING/
OR BRING SUBMISSIONS TO 280 TURK STREET TO BE CONSIDERED

PIECES ASSIGNED BY THE EDITOR MAY OFFER PAYMENT, ASK FOR DETAILS!
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Deadline December Ist
Email: tjjohnston@cohsf.org
or drop at at 280 Turk x Leavenworth, SF
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