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POETRY CORNER

I wanted to be
a grain of sand
in your path.

I wanted to be
a grain of sand
clinging to your
hourglass.

A flighty thought,
a passing moment,
a nod and a smile.

All that I am is
a grain of sand,
an object of
frailty,
but never of
desire.

As I sit in silence,
on a dirty
bedroom floor.

My mind fills
with scenes of
what never
could have been.

Illusions of
a life not
well lived.

No tears fall,
no love lost,

Just a grain
of sand, and
that is all.
© 2021 Johanna Elattar

A quick moment,
Like the blink
Of an eye

His slings 
And arrows
Barely missed
Her good 
Intentions

She never 
Knew,
She never
Saw his
Face

A quick moment,
A lost second
Frozen in
The shadows
Of her broken
Mind.

@2021 Johanna Elattar

Sands
Qu i cks i lv e r
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SAN FRANCISCO, CA — On Tuesday, July 27, 
2021, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
voted 10 to 1 to approve a $13 billion budget 
negotiated with Mayor London Breed. District 5 
Supervisor Dean Preston cast the only dissenting 
vote, citing the budget’s increased funding for 
law enforcement and the failure to allocate 
Proposition I funds for social housing. The 
approved budget will give over $1 billion to 
policing and incarceration in San Francisco this 
year alone. 

The past year 
has undoubtedly 
been 
challenging for 
the people of 
San Francisco. 
Our City 
continues to 
reel from the 
devastation 
of COVID-19, 
which especially 
harmed Black 
and Latinx 
communities. 
By January 
2021, workers 
worldwide had 
already lost $3.7 trillion in earnings over the 
pandemic, according to the U.N. International 
Labour Organization. The San Francisco 
Controller’s Office recently announced that 
over 45% of San Francisco’s small businesses 
remain closed. Renters are hundreds of millions 
of dollars in rental debt, and the City’s rental 
assistance program remains underfunded. 

The latest City budget is not all bad, as it 
will partially fund some crucial community 
programs. For example, the budget makes 
investments into homelessness programs and 
sets aside an additional $32 million for rent relief. 
It will also invest in supportive housing, youth 
programs, mental health and public toilets. After 
a contentious budget season competing with 
each other for funds, the Street Crisis Response 
Team (SCRT) and Compassionate Alternative 
Response Team (CART), both of which will 
respond to calls concerning homelessness and 
divert up to 65,000 calls away from the San 
Francisco Police Department (SFPD), will also 
receive funding. Despite the community-led 
program’s overwhelming support, the budget 
did not fully fund the CART program for 2021, 
the program’s first year. The budget also failed to 
allocate any funding to CART for its second year.

But while dozens of community programs 
cannot meet our people’s needs for lack of 
funding, the latest budget overwhelmingly 
increases our City’s investment in almost every 
law enforcement department. Despite last 
September’s closure of County Jail 4, the budget 
fails to refund our community and instead 
increases the Sheriff Department’s budget by $23 
million. The Sheriff’s rationale for the increase, 
after multiple hearings, was that the department 
needs funds for cost of living adjustments and 

hiring against staff attrition. But why should 
the City aim for the same staffing levels 
despite the closure of a jail that employed 90-
plus deputies?

The City’s budget also increases funding 
for the District Attorney, Adult Probation 
and Juvenile Probation. Juvenile Hall and 
Log Cabin Ranch, two other facilities that 
youth justice advocates worked to close, will 
continue to be funded. SFPD will see a paltry 
reduction—less than 1%—in General Fund 

money this year, a reduction that will 
be more than undone next year with a 
$25 million increase to SFPD. 

The approved budget breaks the 
Mayor’s promise, made in the wake of 
the George Floyd uprisings, to divest 
from policing. In fact, the City’s budget 
for SFPD includes funds for increased 
foot patrols, which will inevitably put our 
most vulnerable neighbors in harm’s way. 
Even worse, it walks back the Mayor’s 
promise to redirect law enforcement 
funding to the Black community. The 
police investment, dubbed the Dream 
Keeper Initiative, will instead come out 
of the General Fund, diverting potential 
funding from City College and life-saving 

programs. 

Throughout budget season, advocates from 
various organizations and coalitions banded 
together to ask for a “just” budget that prioritized 
people over cops and cages. People asked for 
dignified long-term housing, health care, 
education, overdose prevention and workforce 
development—much of which could have 
been funded with a fraction of the policing 

and incarceration 
budget. Instead, 
many advocates 
see this budget 
as a return to 
a business-as-
usual mentality 
that prioritizes 
criminalization in 
San Francisco. 

“This budget 
doubles down 
on our city’s 
investment in the 
racist and violent 
institutions that 
have never been 
able to keep us 
safe,” said Defund 
SFPD Now organizer 

Jamie Chen. “The only way to create real public 
safety is to reduce the number of interactions 
between police and our communities and to 
invest in the life-affirming care needed to 
prevent harm from occurring in the first place.” 

For the community, however, the fight doesn’t 
start or end with budget season. Through 
political education, neighborhood organizing and 
removing barriers to care, advocates will keep 
pushing forward in their vision for a city that 
can push past violence and punishment. “At the 
end of the day, abolition is about building as 
much as it is about dismantling,” said Christine 
Wei, representative for the No New SF Jail 
Coalition. “We don’t need City Hall’s permission 
to keep building solidarity, support community-
led mutual aid or care for one another.” 

What Happened to DEFUND the Police? 
Final Budget Partially Funds Community Programs, 
Abandons Promise to Divest from Policing Melissa Hernandez

In fact, the City’s 
budget for SFPD 
includes funds 

for increased foot 
patrols, which will 
inevitably put our 
most vulnerable 

neighbors in harm’s 
way. 

“This budget 
doubles down 
on our city’s 
investment 
in the racist 
and violent 

institutions that 
have never been 
able to keep us 

safe.” 
- Defund SFPD Now 

organizer Jamie Chen
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While a few nations are in no hurry to 
start vaccinations, many poor countries 
are struggling to make progress due to a 

shortage of vaccine supplies.
By Nita Bhalla and Anastasia Moloney

At a private hospital in Burundi's capital, 
emergency specialist Emmanuel Kubwayo is worried 
for the first time since the coronavirus started 
spreading around the world last year.

Kubwayo initially shared the government's view 
that the small central African country did not need 
COVID-19 vaccines because it had so few cases. But 
as deaths and infections surge across Africa, he has 
changed his mind.

Along with Eritrea, Tanzania and North Korea, 
Burundi is one of a handful of nations that have not 
started vaccinations, according to the World Health 
Organization (WHO), potentially threatening global 
efforts to end the pandemic.

"It's time to let people 
who want, and can, to get 
vaccinated," said Kubwayo, 
53, whose name has been 
changed to protect his 
identity.

"Burundi isn't an isolated 
island and if we don't do so, 
the virus will circulate freely 
in the country and the region."

So far, only about 18 
million people in Africa, a 
continent of 1.3 billion, have 
been fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19 due largely to 
vaccine shortages, as well as 
widespread hesitancy.

But infections and deaths 
have jumped in recent weeks 
as more contagious variants 
take hold, shining a spotlight 
on the world's so-called 
vaccine deserts - places that are 
either unable or unwilling to 
undertake mass inoculation.

Burundi's interior minister, Gervais Ndirakobuca, 
told reporters last week the government was not 
against vaccines, pointing to the fact the country has 
allowed them in for foreigners working for the United 
Nations and other agencies.

Ndirakobuca, who is also president of the 
National Commission for the Fight against COVID-19, 
was not available for comment for this story.

‘Failure to share’

As rich countries open up and start vaccinating 
less vulnerable younger people, poor countries 
are struggling to secure vaccines. In Africa and 
elsewhere, such as Haiti, health authorities have 
barely begun mass roll-outs.

Worldwide, wealthy nations have administered 
about half of total COVID-19 vaccine doses, compared 
with just 0.4 per cent in low-income countries, WHO 
figures from last month show, revealing glaring 

vaccine inequality.

The gap could widen still further as some 
governments order millions of booster doses to tackle 
a spike in cases linked to the highly contagious Delta 
variant, before others have received supplies for 
health workers and other high-risk groups.

"The global failure to share vaccines equitably is 
fuelling the pandemic," said Tarik Jasarevic, a WHO 
spokesperson.

"Vaccines are effective against severe disease 
caused by the variants but variants will continue to 
flourish if the global inequitable rollout of vaccines is 
not addressed," he said.

In Haiti, where the first batch of 500,000 doses 
finally arrived last week through the international 
COVAX programme, doctor Wilnick Richard said 
getting vaccinated would be a relief for health 
workers battling the nation's first serious outbreak.

"I worry about getting infected and for my 

wife because she's pregnant," said Richard, 36, chief 
medical officer at Care 2 Communities, a social 
enterprise that runs rural health clinics in the 
Caribbean country.

"If I could get the vaccine, it would be wonderful," 
he added.

‘Too scared’

While a lack of vaccines has been the biggest 
hurdle to mass immunisations in Africa, Burundi, 
Tanzania and Eritrea have been outliers - rejecting 
WHO advice to join COVAX on the grounds they have 
cases under control. Tanzania has since changed tack.

Eritrea has recorded about 30 coronavirus deaths, 
while Burundi has reported eight, according to the 
WHO.

In the United States, a think-tank founded 
by Eritreans has launched a campaign called 
#AllowCOVAXforEritrea to put pressure on the 
government to change course and seek vaccines.

"When you speak to family and friends back 
home, people are worried about the virus but they're 
too scared to say anything about demanding the 
vaccine," said cardiologist Habteab Feseha, a member 
of the Eritrean Research Institute for Policy & Strategy 
(ERIPS).

"If no vaccines are secured, many innocent people 
will die needlessly," he said by phone from Arizona.

Government officials did not respond to a request 
for comment.

North Korea received approval from COVAX for 
about 2 million doses, but subsequently rejected 
planned shipments of AstraZeneca's vaccine due to 
concerns over side effects, a South Korean think-tank 
said earlier this month.

Victor Cha, senior vice president of the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), a US-based 
think-tank, said anti-virus restrictions were taking a 
heavy toll on the reclusive nation.

"The country appears 
to have been able to avoid 
such an outbreak by 
completely shuttering their 
borders to all contact with 
the outside world, even 
more so than is typical for 
the isolated regime," said 
Cha, CSIS Korea Chair.

"But this has come at 
great cost – the economy 
is spiralling, commodity 
prices are rising, and food 
shortages are expected," he 
added.

Economic concerns 
could eventually sway 
public opinion in East 
African vaccine laggard 
Tanzania, which has only 
recently acknowledged the 
risk of COVID-19 following 
the death of former 

President John Magufuli - 
a coronavirus sceptic - in 
March.

His successor, Samia Suluhu Hassan, has applied 
to join COVAX and pledged $470 million to buy 
vaccines and boost the economy.

The tropical island of Zanzibar has seen tourist 
numbers decline with local residents struggling to 
make a living.

And while vaccine mistrust is widespread and 
mask-wearing rare, some islanders said embracing 
inoculation may be the only way to revive the crucial 
tourist economy.

"If the whole world is vaccinated, then we should 
do it too," said Mohammed Okala, a conservationist 
and tour guide. "Without the vaccine, we'll have 
fewer tourists visiting and we'll suffer." 

Courtesy of Reuters / Thomson Reuters 
Foundation / INSP.ngo

VACCINE DESERTS: 
The poor nations trailing in 
the fight against COVID-19

A person holds a placard as supporters of the Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF) march to demand a rollout of 
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) vaccines, in Pretoria, South Africa June 25, 2021. REUTERS/Siphiwe Sibeko
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“The City 
Just Isn’t 
Offering 

That 
Help”

Jesus Perez on 
Disability, Sweeps 

and Vaccinations

Jesus Perez is a longtime homeless advocate, and is 
currently on the Board of Directors at the Coalition 
on Homelessness. 

WHAT DO YOU THINK IS THE MOST PRESSING 
ISSUE IN SAN FRANCISCO RIGHT NOW?
All the stuff going on in San Francisco, with the 
police and homelessness. The last time I was in San 
Francisco I went out to check on all the homeless 
folks living in the alley, because the City is not 
doing nothing, and there were cops there. So I 
went up and asked the cop, “If I am disabled and 
I’m staying right here and you’re going to kick me 
out, what am I supposed to do?” And he didn’t 
have nowhere for me to go.

ARE THERE ENOUGH RESOURCES FOR HOMELESS 
SAN FRANCISCANS WHO ARE DISABLED? 
I know Senior and Disability Action does good 
work, and I have organized with them before, but 
I don’t know if they really focus on homelessness. 
You see a lot of people with wheelchairs, and a 
lot of disabled people are homeless. [The City has] 
the Homelessness Outreach Team (HOT) that is 
supposed to come out and help people, but I hardly 
see that happening. 

When I was homeless, there weren’t a lot of 
resources for me. The Mayor says that they are 
going to do all this stuff for people to get inside, 
but I don’t see much for disabled folks who need 
help. I see a lot of disabled people still out on the 
streets, who really need housing, but the City 
just isn’t offering that help. And I know a lot of 
homeless people are disabled, because I used to go 
out and do the Point in Time (PIT) count. 

FOR SOMEONE WHO HAS NEVER EXPERIENCED 
AN ENCAMPMENT SWEEP, CAN YOU DESCRIBE 
WHAT AN ENCAMPMENT SWEEP IS?
An encampment sweep is when the DPW (SF 
Public Works) trucks come in and they take all 
your belongings and don’t give you any notice 
or anything. And then, for example, if you’re a 
person who is disabled and they come in and 
take all your stuff, that means they might take 
your wheelchair, or your cane, or your medicine, 
and you are never going to be able to go claim 
it because they just make that impossible. They 
either just throw it in the garbage or it’s gone, you 
know? A long time ago, when we were working 
at Turk Street, I saw a lot of those trucks coming 
by, and they take the wheelchairs. And the police 
don’t care. So we need to be working for the folks 
who are disabled and homeless.

IF YOU GOT TO BE MAYOR OF SAN FRANCISCO, 
WHAT WOULD YOU DO?
I would mostly focus on making sure people 

are getting into housing, and making sure that 
homeless people are treated right. Because there 
are a lot of different needs, for mental health, 
for substance use, because a lot of homeless and 
disabled people are going through a lot of stuff, 
especially with the crisis going on right now.

HOW HAS COVID-19 IMPACTED HOMELESS 
PEOPLE?
It’s impacted people a lot because the Mayor said 
there was supposed to be a lot of vacancies to 
house people in the hotels, but it looks like they 
haven’t really focused on disabled people—they 
mostly focused on people who can navigate the 
system on their own. But a lot of people still need 
help getting housing, and need help getting the 
vaccine. 

WHAT WAS YOUR EXPERIENCE GETTING 
VACCINATED LIKE, AND WOULD YOU 
RECOMMEND IT TO OTHERS?
I got the one Johnson & Johnson [shot], so I don’t 
have to go back twice. It really helped me a lot 
because I know I got the vaccine, but I still need 
to be careful, you know? Because the way this 
new variant is, you still need to be careful. But I 
would still recommend people to go get vaccinated 
because it’s going to help other people, and it’s 
going to help homeless people. 

And I also understand why people don’t want 
to get vaccinated, there’s a lot of rumors going 
around saying it doesn’t work or it does something 
bad, and people have their choices, and I 
understand that too. People are going through a 
lot and don’t want to take their vaccine, and that’s 
their choice too. But if you get vaccinated, you 
really are helping other people not to get sick. And 
also make sure you wash your hands and do all 
this other stuff as well, even if you are vaccinated. 

They have all these people in San Francisco who 
are giving the vaccines, but they aren’t explaining 
to people how the vaccine works and everything, 
and why it’s so necessary to take it. And that’s 
going to be challenging, because there are a lot of 
people in crisis going through different issues and 
crises who are afraid to take it. 

SO IF SOMEONE IS WORRIED ABOUT GETTING 
THE VACCINE, WHAT 
CAN YOU TELL THEM 
ABOUT HOW IT WAS 
FOR YOU?
Well, first, I went to 
my doctor and asked 
if it was safe for me 
to take it, because of 
my health conditions, 
and she said yes, 
it was safe. And I 
said, you know, if 
it’s not safe I’m not 
gonna take it, and 
they reassured me 
that it was okay. 
So I went in for my 
shot and I thought I 
was going to have to 
come back for a second appointment but then they 
told me I was done because I had the J&J shot, so 
that was a surprise. And it didn’t give me no side 
effects or anything. I guess the challenge is just 
that different people have different bodies. So I 
can’t say you won’t have side effects, it could be 
different for you. But they have all these different 
vaccines and they have all these studies and 

everything so I feel like it is safe. 

Also something I heard on the news, and I don’t 
really know if it’s true because they say things 
sometimes that aren’t true, but I heard the 
president wants to start giving people $100 to get 
the vaccine, but only for new people. The ones who 
already got vaccinated, we can’t get that money. 

I have heart failure, and I was really thinking 
about my condition and my health, because 
I wasn’t sure if it would be okay for me to get 
vaccinated. But I took it, and I thought I should 
take the risk because I didn’t want to get COVID, 
and I still take a lot of precautions, wash my hands 
and wear my mask, and let people know when 
we’re together that I’m at risk. People who have 
issues like me, I would encourage them to go in 
and get the vaccine because it won’t just help 
them, it will also help other people too. 

For more information about the safety of vaccines 
for people with heart failure visit: https://hfsa.
org/heart-failure-society-america-reassures-
patients-safety-covid-19-vaccine

HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT THE SIP HOTELS 
CLOSING AND PEOPLE BEING SENT BACK TO 
SHELTERS?
It really sucks because some of these hotels, they 
brought people in and accepted them, and then 
later they just push people back out onto the street. 
It is important because if you have an inside place 
to sleep you aren’t really spreading the virus, 
and you get to stay safe and have the support 
you need in the hotels. And the people who have 
been pushed out from the hotels haven’t really 
had no support or nothing. And they say they are 
supposed to be helping people outside, but they are 
not!

HOW DID YOU FEEL ABOUT THE INCREASE IN 
POLICE FUNDING IN THE BUDGET PROCESS?
I’d rather they give that money to homeless people 
and homeless families so that they could get a new 
place. I know we might still need police officers in 
San Francisco, but they aren’t really even doing 
their jobs. I mean, the cops come through and they 
just beat people up and take their stuff. If they’re 
going to give these people money, at least be sure 

they follow the 
rules and don’t 
just beat up 
homeless people. 
Because all those 
people who are 
just sitting there, 
not doing 
nothing, they just 
have nowhere to 
go. So, here comes 
the cops, where 
else are they 
going to go? One 
of the families I 
spoke to recently 
told me they’ve 
been seeing more 
homeless people 
outside in the 

Tenderloin, and I told her it’s because they sweep 
people in the Mission, then they come here. If they 
sweep people here, they just go somewhere else. 
People need somewhere safe that they can go. 
Instead of pushing people from place to place, they 
should help them get housing! 



On Friday, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
closed Congress without getting the 
votes needed to extend the eviction 
moratorium which expired on Saturday 
night, leaving millions of Americans 
to face losing their homes during the 
second-largest surge of the COVID-19 
pandemic. The next morning, a group 
of her constituents, many of whom are 
facing eviction, was on her doorstep, de-
manding a vote on legislation to extend 
the moratorium. They posted a mock 
eviction notice on Pelosi’s door and set 
up a tent outside her mansion on Mil-
lionaires’ Row in Pacific Heights.
 
“We’re out here on Millionaires’ Row 
for all those who can’t be,” said Jackie 
Fielder, former candidate for California 
state senate. “As someone who’s been 
housing insecure before, I feel the anger 
and frustration with a Democrat-major-
ity Congress.”
 
The demonstration was called in soli-
darity with Rep. Cori Bush of Missouri, 
who on Friday shared an open letter to 
her colleagues in Congress imploring 
Pelosi to reconvene the House and allow 
a vote on the extension of the eviction 
moratorium and fight for those fac-
ing the loss of their shelter during yet 
another surge of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. In the letter, Bush committed to 
camping out on the steps of the House 
of Representatives in hopes of inspiring 
her colleagues to join her.
 
“I have been unhoused and evicted,” 
she wrote in her letter. “I’ve slept in my 
car and slept outdoors. I know what it’s 
like, and I wouldn’t wish that trauma 
on anyone. … I cannot in good con-
science leave Washington tonight while 
a Democratic-controlled government al-
lows millions of people to go unhoused 
as the Delta variant is ravaging our 
communities.”
 
The day before the moratorium was 
set to expire, Rep. Maxine Waters of 
California introduced legislation that 
would extend the moratorium through 

December 2021. But Pelosi called the 
Congressional session to a close without 
a formal vote on the proposal, despite 
publicly saying the extension was a 
“moral imperative.”
 
Due to recent accommodations during 
the pandemic, members of Congress 
do not have to be physically located 
in Washington to vote, and can use a 
proxy system to vote remotely within 
the seven weeks that Congress is cur-
rently adjourned. A brief session to take 
a roll call vote on the eviction morato-
rium is possible, but it won’t happen 
unless Pelosi changes course and calls 
Congress back into session. Failure to 
do so would mean leaving our nation’s 
most vulnerable without protection 
from eviction and out on the streets. 
 
The risk of millions of Americans 
suddenly becoming homeless is intensi-
fied as the U.S. is currently experiencing 
a horrific surge of COVID-19 cases to 
date, as the delta variant spreads 
rapidly. Over 11 million renters currently 
owe back rent to their landlords, 
according to Mark Zandi, chief econo-
mist for Moody’s Analytics as reported 
in Bloomberg CityLab, and will be 
vulnerable without the eviction mora-
torium.  
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Apparently, these days, all one has to do 
is to suggest about how they and others 
are working for the greater public good 
as well as mention about how everyone 
around the table has the best of inten-
tions and this appears to be enough to 
absolve them and everyone else who 
might be in agreement from any possible 
unforeseen and unintended or adverse 
consequences.

This even when certain agendas and mo-
tivations are actively at play, including 
potential political and/or financial ones, 
oftentimes going unnoticed, unstated, 
understated or ignored.

Whether it be within various levels of 
government, legal, business, advocacy, 
non-profit or political circles or other-
wise society at large, it makes one won-
der about whether higher ethical stan-
dards are in place and are being properly 
practiced as well as enforced when, how 
and where it counts.

From my perspective, as a layperson, 
sometimes it can seem as if ethics and 
morals have been completely tossed 
overboard in favor of whatever some of 
those in power and authority have de-
cided is best as well as most expedient 
for the rest of us, not to mention being 
better and possibly more profitable for 
either or both them or for those they are 
employed by or are aligned and associ-
ated with.

When it comes to grave and pressing 
societal or personal dilemmas and seek-
ing solutions to these, specifically, no 
matter what the supposed problem(s) 
or causation(s) might be and whomever 
might be involved, and no matter how 
complex the nature, the standard for ad-
dressing these matters should be, first 
and foremost, not to do harm.

It is one thing to know and to recite, how-
ever, it is yet another thing to put these 
types of essential ethics and morals into 
meaningful as well as enduring practice.

One of the ways to not do harm in the 
first place is never to treat any person 
involved as being the problem and there-
fore as an object, as if they were less than 
human, whom others should be doing 
something to or about.

Throughout the history of humankind, 
again from the perspective of a layper-
son, it rarely -- if ever -- has done human 
society much, if any, good to institution-
alize societal or personal problems and 
resulting dilemma(s) or supposed solu-
tions to these.

Whatever supposed betterment or good 
might be perceived as resulting is usual-
ly rather short lived as well as overshad-

owed by even worse problems eventu-
ally arising from unforeseen unintended 
and adverse consequences.

For example, even when one might 
mean well in attempting to come to the 
aid of someone experiencing a personal 
crisis no matter what the nature or cause 
and in terms of homelessness as well as 
related matters either in general (read: 
systemic) terms or on an individual ba-
sis; when a person is treated in a fashion 
that involves using coercion or force in 
one manner or another, whether it be 
enforcing the will of someone else or the 
state (read: government, including at the 
municipal level) against someone, this 
quickly evolves into a dehumanizing 
process for all parties involved, most par-
ticularly for the person on the receiving 
end.

The fact is when people are treated with 
empathy, dignity and respect as well as 
making sure their choices -- or otherwise 
what they might have wanted if they 
could make their own choices -- are the 
priorities adhered to when decisions are 
being made about how to proceed, there 
is less of a risk and danger of doing harm.

The standard and top priorities concern-
ing the same certainly should never be 
about ease or expediency, nor about the 
needs of a particular system.

Rather, what should matter and be a 
high priority are those within our com-
munity who are most in need, especially 
those whom everyone else has given 
up on, sometimes including the person 
themselves. This requires honoring as 
well as respecting their dignity and hu-
manity as well as their stated requests 
for vital assistance (within reason). 

In this case, it is imperative to ensure 
that no one has to resort to living un-
housed outdoors because they have no 
other available option (unless they truly 
choose to do so) and that they have de-
cent, safe, permanent and affordable 
housing within which to live, thrive and 
flourish.

Call this socialism if one chooses, how-
ever, this is not something to be ashamed 
of, nor ridiculed about; particularly not 
when pursuing social equity as well as 
social justice on behalf of either others 
who are most in need within our society 
or oneself. 

Morgan W. Brown is a writer and political 
observer as well as an activist and advo-
cate residing in Montpelier. He formerly 
served on the Montpelier Homelessness 
Task Force as well as, several years ago, the 
Vermont Council on Homelessness.

QUESTIONABLE 
INTERACTIONS

Morgan W. Brown

TENANTS AT RISK OF 
EVICTION AS NATIONAL 
MORATORIUM LAPSES

Letter to the Editor:
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STREET-BA SED JOURNA LISM 101
a  s t a t e w i d e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  C a l M a t t e r s ,  S t r e e t  S h e e t ,  a n d  S a c r a m e n t o  H o m e w a r d  S t r e e t  J o u r n a l 

We know you have a story to tell. 
The best journalism comes from those on the frontlines of stories, and no one is better equipped to tell 
the story of homelessness than those living it every day. This 12-week journalism course is designed to 

share introductory journalistic writing skills with those who are too often left out of the newsroom. Learn 
alongside a CalMatters inequality journalist and your fellow street-based journalists how to craft stories, 

conduct strong interviews and hook your readers. 

INFORMATION SESSION
AUGUST 25 @3PM

All sessions will be held on Zoom. To participate please email us at streetsheetsf@cohsf.org. Spaces are 
limited and spots will be prioritized for those who have experienced homelessness and poverty. 

12 WEEKLY SESSIONS
AUGUST-SEPTEMBER

$ Applicants who are accepted will receive a stipend upon completing the course $
We may also be able to provide chargers and/or tablets for those without access, so please contact us!  
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